	GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT Rockland St Mary with Hellington
Parish Council
	Health, Safety and Environmental
	

	
	
	


	SECTION 1 –ASSESSMENT DETAILS

	Assessed activity   Black Horse Dyke area
	Assessment Ref No. - RSMH003

	Location of activity – Black Horse Dyke open area
	Substances used –N/A

	Equipment used – N/A
	Work Instruction Ref. - N/A

	Reason for Risk Assessment -
	new assessment   /   routine review   /   following an incident   /   change to process   /   change to equipment


	SECTION 2 – WHAT ARE THE HAZARDS? (circle those that apply and write each one into Section 5 below)

	MECHANICAL
	WORKING ENVIRONMENT
	CHEMICAL / BIOLOGICAL
	ERGONOMIC / HANDLING
	ENERGY
	OTHER

	Trapping or nipping
	Slip and trip hazards
	Harmful or irritant
	Bending or twisting
	Fire
	Display screen equipment

	Impact or being struck
	Adverse weather
	Toxic
	Stretching or over-reaching
	Electricity (110v or above)
	Pressure vessels

	Cut, abrasion or puncture
	Work at height
	Corrosive
	Lifting, moving, or carrying
	Extreme heat or cold
	Confined spaces

	Crush or entanglement
	Lighting levels
	dust 
	Repetitive actions
	Vibration
	Lone working

	Ejection of parts or debris
	Noise
	Asbestos
	Standing for long periods
	High pressure air or fluid
	Inexperience

	Lifting equipment
	Deep Water
	Infectious agents
	Confusing controls
	
	Occupational driving


	SECTION 3 – WHO IS LIKELY TO BE HARMED BY YOUR HAZARDS? (circle those that apply and estimate how many)

	Experienced employee
	
	Inexperienced employee
	
	Agency worker
	
	Cleaner
	
	Maintenance
	

	Visitor/Public
	50
	Contractor
	2
	Emergency services
	
	Utilities workers
	
	Security worker
	

	Disabled employee
	
	Other (please explain)
	
	Used by parishioners for parking and occasional events and for recreational purposes


	SECTION 4 – RISK CALCULATOR (use this to help you complete Section 5 below)

	SEVERITY RATING (S)
	x
	LIKELIHOOD RATING (L)
	=
	RISK RATING (SxL)

	1
	Trivial
	
	1
	Extremely Remote
	
	1 to 3 - Controlled
	Monitor and review every 1-2 years
	Tolerate the risk


	2
	Minor
	
	2
	Remote
	
	4 to 9 - Low
	Continue, but reduce risk level where possible
	Treat the risk


	3
	Major
	
	3
	Probable
	
	10 to 16 - Medium
	Adopt additional control measures as soon as possible
	Transfer the risk


	4
	Severe
	
	4
	Very likely
	
	20 to 25 - High
	Stop work until additional controls are implemented
	Terminate


	5
	Fatal
	
	5
	Definite
	
	
	


	SECTION 5 – DESCRIBE THE HAZARD, SAY WHAT YOU ARE ALREADY DOING AND SAY WHAT FURTHER ACTION YOU ARE PLANNING

	DESCRIPTION OF HAZARD

(e.g., impact from trolley)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	S
	L
	SxL
	PLANNED CONTROL MEASURES, TARGET DATES AND WHO IS RESPONSIBLE

	5.1
	Adverse weather causing impact or being struck from falling (large/heavy) branches hitting persons or/and vehicles. 

	Regular inspections on all trees taking place. Maintenance of hedges.
	3
	2
	6
	Willow taken down, only stump remains. Trees and shrub hedge are regularly maintained.

	5.2
	Impact or being struck on car park area by a vehicle.
	Car park area is open to all and used on most days of the week. Car park has a loose stone surface with no marked-out bays. Car park is relatively small. There are no current measures in place, leaving drivers and passengers in vehicles to manage their own safety. Vehicle movements are slow so no speed risk.
	4
	2
	8
	There is no known accident or injury to have taken place.  Not practicable to have segregated pedestrian path. 
Fencing to be reinstated along edge of grassed area.

	5.3
	Reversing or driving into fence line or pond.
	Hedge has grown up around the fence which is maintained. Timber fence provides barrier to vehicles entering the pond.
	5
	2
	10
	Fencing to be reinstated following pond clearance works. Currently partially in place but posts not fully secured in the ground.

	5.4
	Slip and trip hazards, uneven surfaces, ice snow
	Car park surface of loose shingle regularly checked and levelled out if and when required. Grass area is reasonably level and grass regularly cut during growing season.
Grit bin with salt in place for icy weather conditions.
	3
	1
	3
	There is no known accident or injury to have taken place. No further controls practicable.

	5.5
	Pollution of car park, pond and green from fly tipping. 
	Litter bin provided.
	2
	1
	2
	Risk is managed, no further controls practicable.
Litter bin is partially hidden by the hedge. Vegetation management required.

Waste rubble clearance in progress.

	5.6
	Lighting.
	There is no lighting on site, some use of car park during parish room events night-time.
	3
	3
	9
	Not practical to have lighting as designated dark sky village. Users take own responsibility for using the car park at night.

	5.7
	Falling into pond (c. 1.9m deep) and accessing the pond dipping platform. Drowning, water considered harmful if swallowed.
	Pond partially fenced in, following clearance of bramble and invasive species around pond. Reeded edge forms natural barrier.
Pond dipping platform has wooden safety railing around it.

Warning “Danger deep water keep out” sign displayed. 
Throw rope on site.
	5
	2
	10
	Risk is managed.

	5.8
	Antisocial behaviour. Damage to memorial benches.
	Regular checks made to the car park and green.

No Overnight Parking sign in place.
	3
	1
	3
	Risk is managed, no further controls practicable.

	5.9
	Presence of invasive species and undesirable vegetation around pond.
	None. 
	3
	3
	9
	Invasive species should be carefully removed to avoid spreading. 

A pond / green area management plan should be considered to enhance biodiversity. Undesirable vegetation removed in 2024/25. Works continue to remove weeds, nettles and bramble.

	SECTION 6 – SIGN OFF AND SET A DATE FOR REVIEW

	Risk assessors (signing to confirm they carried out the above risk assessment): 

	Name – J. Norris
	Signature – J. Norris
	Date – 25/07/25


	When all actions have been completed, sign off below:

	All actions completed (name) -
	Date of completion –

	All actions completed (sign) -
	Date due for review – June 2026


Site Photographs
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	Car park area, level gravel surface
	Boundary hedge
	Grit bin, waste paper bank and clothes bank
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	Danger Deep Water Keep Out sign
	No Overnight Parking sign
	Pond side fencing
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	Garden, trees and memorial benches
	New pond dipping platform with safety rail fencing
	Throw rope, willow stump and platform
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	Reeded edge to dyke
	Waste rubble from pond clearance
	Waste bin partially buried under the hedge


� for the risks where the downside is containable with appropriate contingency plans or if the controls cannot be justified (e.g. because they would be disproportionate; and for unavoidable risks, e.g. terrorism.


� by imposing controls so that the parish council can continue to operate; or my setting up prevention techniques


� by buying a service from a specialist external body or taking out insurance


� the activity giving rise to the risk (or not start) which involve intolerable tasks or those where no response can bring the risk to a tolerable level.
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