


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2026 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Janet Rogers (Chair), Joanne Norris (Vice-Chair), Paul Francis, John Sayles, Jayme Forbes, Juliette Harkin, Antony Wright 
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – left at 19:59pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Three – Charlotte Rust; Parish Clerk, Steve Gildersleeve; Caretaker – left at 21:01pm, and one parishioner 

26.29	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:34pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
26.30	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
None.
26.31	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.32	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 4th February 2026.
Councillor Francis proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, subject to the spelling correction of the word branch in minute 26.20.09, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.33	Matters arising from February’s meeting.
Footpath 3  - Norfolk County Council confirmed signage has gone up, councillors informed the Clerk this has not be done and for her to chase. The hedge has been trimmed back for improved visibility.
26.34	Reports from:
26.34.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
26.34.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report; a full version will be added to the website once the Clerk receives it:
· South Norfolk District Council should hear the outcome of the review of the Village Clusters Housing Plan by end of March.
· There are new anti-social behaviours listed now including dog fouling, fly-tipping and waste.
26.34.03 Clerk Report.
	The Clerk gave an overview of her report:
· Website and email transfer to Parish Online is all completed, with the exception of Councillor Forbes. The Clerk will sort this ready for the next meeting.
· Bus no85 – The Stakeholder Engagement Lead at Transport Made Simple Group confirmed to the Clerk that a public consultation had been held and ended 13th February, which he was unaware of. He confirmed that no in-person community event will be arranged. He has asked the council to collate feedback from its parishioners, and he will include it in the consultation. The Clerk is to create a Facebook post and speak with the Parochial Church Council to have hard copies requesting  parishioners to submit their feedback at The Warm Room. 
· Continued scanning digital copies of necessary documents and archive listing.
· No VAT claim was submitted for Q3 Oct-Dec 2025 as total is £25.41, the Clerk will submit this with Q4 Jan – Mar 2026.
· Dog bin Low Common/Hellington Hill – a parishioner got into contact with the Clerk asking why the dog bin had been relocated to near the seat. The council confirmed that the wooden post had been broken and the bin was replaced on the island because that was the only post available. Councillor Francis will move the dog bin back to the original location.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
26.34.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
No updates.
26.34.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve, Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and defibrillators.
Steve Gildersleeve confirmed that the grit bin near Blackhorse Dyke is empty.
Councillor Sayles suggested researching signage for the entrance of Blackhorse Dyke Car Park, which is visible at night, and Councillor Harkin suggested asking for one for the Community Orchard. The Clerk is to contact Norfolk County Council to see if this is possible.
The council will be holding a working party on Saturday 14th March to complete the Blackhorse Dyke project, including the fencing. Councillor Francis will retain receipts for any purchases he makes.
26.34.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
Councillor Forbes has downloaded the data and will try to collate it for May’s meeting.
26.34.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
Councillor Harkin will send the schedule for the 5-mile group to put on the council website and Facebook page.
She will arrange a working party to put mulching around the trees.
26.34.07.01 Discuss tree guards at the Community Orchard.
All the trees have temporary guards, thank you to everyone who donated them.
26.34.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
Nothing to report as the next meeting is being held on 18th March 2026.
26.35	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
Steve Gildersleeve informed the council that the Bus Stop sign at the School Lane bus stop is rotten. The Clerk asked if someone could send her pictures so she can inform Norfolk County Council.
26.36	To consider and approve the Green Lane Substation Lease with UK Power Networks.
Councillor Harkin proposed to approve and for the Clerk to sign the Lease on behalf of the council subject to the removal of the wording of ‘the common seal’ as the council does not have one, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.37	To consider the grant request from 2nd Brundall Scout Group for Scout Hut repairs.
Councillor Francis proposed to award £100 to the Scout Hut repairs as 3 children from Rockland St Mary attend, seconded by Councillor Norris. The Clerk will contact the school to let them know of the Scout group.
26.38	To discuss dog fouling within the village.
Dog fouling has been particular bad at the Church and near the Bus Stop near School Lane. The Clerk is to contact the Parachial Church Council to enquire if some signage could be put up to deter people allowing their dogs to foul at the Church and research the new anti-social behaviour regarding dog fouling to see if there is any further information.
26.39	To consider the Big South Norfolk Litter Pick 2026.
The council will register its interest in participating in the Litter Pick. The Clerk is to contact Friends of Rockland St Mary School (FORMS) and the school to discuss collaborating.
26.40	To discuss possible transfer of land owned by South Norfolk District Council to the Parish Council prior to the major changes in council administration.
The Clerk is to contact South Norfolk District Council to ascertain what land it owns in Rockland St Mary and Hellington for the parish council to discuss transferring into their ownership as part of the Local Government Reform. She is also to contact Councillor Thomson regarding registering Blackhorse Dyke.
26.41	Internal Control Checks:
26.41.01 To receive and approve Internal Control Check Q1 2025-2026 – Councillor Norris to lead.
26.41.02 To receive and approve Internal Control Check Q2 2025-2026 – Councillor Harkin to lead.
26.41.03 To receive and approve Internal Control Check Q3 2025-2026 – Councillor Harkin to lead.
Councillors’ Harkin and Norris confirmed they had conducted the Internal Control Checks and all was in order.
26.42	Planning: 
26.42.01 Applications: None at time of publication.
Noted.
26.42.02 Decisions: 
26.42.02.01 2025/3942 – 35 The Street – Single storey carport extension to side, pitched roofs to replace flat roofs with an increased overhang to the front, external cladding to some walls and conversion of part garage. South Norfolk District Council Approval with Conditions.
Noted.
26.43	Finance:
26.43.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 4th March 2026.
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Councillor Wright proposed for the Chair and Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 4th March 2026, seconded by Councillor Harkin.


26.43.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per March’s Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	05.03.26
	February invoice
	BACS
	£362.25
	£0.00

	Clerk
	05.03.26
	March expenses
	BACS
	£7.92
	£0.00

	
	27.03.26
	March salary and WFH
	BACS
	£494.33
	£0.00

	HMRC
	05.02.26
	NI and PAYE up to 5th April
	BACS
	£7.47
	£0.00

	Norfolk ALC
	05.02.26
	Payroll 25/26
	BACS
	£115.20
	£19.20

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Engraving Solutions
	30.01.26
	Defib plaque
	DC
	£76.95
	£12.83

	Net World Sports
	05.02.26
	Replacement football nets
	DC
	£21.99
	£3.67

	Amazon
	04.02.26
	Cleaning products for SPC
	DC
	£96.37
	£0.00

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Surlingham PC
	10.02.26
	Refund for P74
	BACS
	£96.37
	£0.00

	Norfolk County Council
	12.02.26
	Recycling claim
	BACS
	£55.98
	£0.00

	Barclays 
	02.03.26
	Interest on Reserves
	BACS
	£24.96
	£0.00

	Barclays 
	02.03.26
	Interest on Bird Hide funds
	BACS
	£10.21
	£0.00


The Clerk apologies for the payment of cleaning products for Surlingham Parish Council going out of the councils account in error.
	Councillor Norris proposed to approve March’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Harkin.
26.43.03 To approve the caretakers pay increase in line with the National Living Wage from 1st April 2026.
The caretaker raised concerns over the safety of reinstating the BMX track. The volunteers have sought council permission, and a Risk Assessment was carried out before works commenced. The council will review this again in May once the work has been completed.
Councillor Harkin proposed to increase the caretakers pay to £12.75 per hour from 1st April 2026, seconded by Councillor Forbes. The council voted by show of hands, FOR – 7 AGAINST – 0.
26.44	Correspondence: None at time of publication.
Noted.
26.45	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting which is being held in May.
Green Lane BMX track.
St Mary’s Ruin grant funding.
26.46	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary is the Annual Meeting of the Parish. Local groups and organisations provide an update on the previous 12 months.
Confirmed. Councillors will be at The Parish Room from 7pm as there will be refreshments before the meeting starts.
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Balance per bank statements as at  04/03/2026

Barclays Current Account 4,304.47 £           

Reserves 9,882.91 £           

Bird Hide 4,021.11 £           

18,208.49 £    

Less: Unpresented

Payments £0.00

- £              

Net balances at  04/03/2026 18,208.49 £    

Cashbook

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - General Account 1,322.06 £      

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - Reserves 7,645.29 £      

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - Bird Hide 3,491.16 £      

BALANCE TOTAL 12,458.51 £    

Add: Bank Account Receipts 23,843.84 £    

Add: Reserves Receipts 2,992.62 £      

Add: Bird Hide Receipts 584.95 £        

Less: Bank Account Payments  20,861.43 £    

Less: Reserves Payments 755.00 £        

Less: Bird Hide Payments 55.00 £          

Closing Balance 04/03/2026 18,208.49 £    

- £              


