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Minutes of Rockland Broad Management Committee held on Wednesday 18th October at 7.30pm in 
The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary

Present: 	Councillor Joanne Norris
Councillor Janet Rogers (Acting Clerk)
Seb Shelton (Poor’s Trust)

Apologies: 	Will Fitch (Wheatfen)
Peter Armitage (SYWG)
Tim Strudwick (RSPB)
Charlotte Rust (Parish Council Clerk)

1. Councillor Norris chaired the meeting and noted her disappointment at the poor turnout. With two Councillors and Mr Shelton present the meeting was quorate.
2. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 24 May 2023 – 3.2 The minutes with some typographical errors were approved. Corrections will be notified to the Clerk.
3. Matters arising from those minutes – Mr Shelton noted: 
Re: Point 3.2: Damaged Quay heading and removal of stock fencing. The discarded stock fencing had still not been removed. ACTION: Broads Authority to remove the fencing as a matter of urgency due to the health and safety implications.
Re: Point 3.4: Mr Shelton also asked if the Broads Authority website had been updated? Cllr Norris agreed to check the website.  Post meeting – the Broad’s Authority have updated their website.
4. To discuss changing the Committee to a Working Group. This has come about due to the Parish Council’s current Standing Orders, which stipulate that Committees are required to hold meetings in public and publish agendas and minutes. Since the Committee was formed over 40 years ago this has never been the case and has never been questioned by parishioners. The reason the committee was formed originally was to ensure the safety of the public from wildfowlers shooting on the broad. It was felt members would not speak openly if members of the public were present. Members agreed to continue with the current title.
5. 5.1 RWA – No report submitted.
5.2 Poor's Trust – Mr Shelton had nothing to report.
5.3 RSPB – Tim Strudwick sent his report in his absence. Bird Hide - RSPB will be meeting the Bird Hide Working Group and Broads Authority in November to iron out the details of the formal agreement that will be necessary for the PC to apply for the FIPL grant which will fund the construction of a new hide in 2024. There are some misleading references to the hide on the recently revamped RSPB website which we are working to correct.
Otherwise, not much to report: Some disruption to our operations at Strumpshaw/Surlingham from the 1.20m surge tide last weekend, but salinity was very low (less than 1500 uS/cm) thanks to heavy rain on Friday 13th Oct, so minimal ecological impact.  Agreement in principle with BA to extend the moorings on the short dyke, but not until early 2025.  
Agreements in place with BA for tree work along the Rockland long dyke this winter. 
A lot of migrant finches and thrushes moving west over the last week with a few unusual species including Hawfinch, Ring Ouzel and what must be the first Shore lark record for the Yare Valley.
After first nesting in 2022, we had 16 pairs of cormorants nesting at Cantley marshes this year.
5.4 Wheatfen – No report submitted.
5.5 Broads Authority – No report submitted.
5.6 South Yare Wildlife Group – Peter Armitage sent his report. The South Yare Wildlife Group continues to be very active - our upcoming talks are Jake Fiennes Conservation Manager of Holkham Estate talking about making space for wildlife at Poringland Community Centre on Thursday 26th October 7.30. A talk on the Wendling Beck Project at Claxton Village Hall on November 23rd. In terms of Rockland Broad - usual passage migrants, black terns, artic terns etc but in lesser numbers. Over 100 mute swans over the summer. No reports of Osprey this autumn. We are fully supportive of the bird hide and hope to meet with RSPB and Broads Authority in November to discuss funding and agreements.
6. 	AOB and any matters for inclusion at the next meeting. None
7.	Confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 13 March 2024.

Meeting closed at 8.30pm.
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