


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Janet Rogers (Chair), Joanne Norris (Vice-Chair), Paul Francis, Jayme Forbes,  Antony Wright
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	None
Members of the public (MOP)	Two – Charlotte Rust; Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve

26.97	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:32pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
26.98	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ Harkin and Sayles sent their apologies.
26.99	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.100	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 1st July 2026.
Councillor Francis proposed to approve 1st July meeting minutes, subject to the following amendment:
Minute 26.93.03 change June’s Payment Schedule to July’s Payment Schedule.
Seconded by Councillor Norris. 
26.101	Matters arising from July’s meeting.
· Car park sign for Blackhorse Dyke – the Clerk will order this shortly.
· Update on 23 The Street – the Clerk is waiting to have a telephone call with Norfolk County Council.
· Green Lane fence and throw line at Blackhorse Dyke Pond – Councillors’ Francis and Wright will attend to the fence hopefully before October’s meeting. The throw line has been attached to a post.
· South Norfolk land transfer – Community Asset team is still waiting to hear what the next step is. The Clerk will keep chasing.
· Dog fouling at the Church – the Clerk is to contact the Parochial Church Council for an update.
· FP5 – the first cross field has been cut back however the second cross field is waiting to be harvested.
26.102	Reports from:
26.102.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
26.102.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
None.
26.102.03 Clerk Report.
· Emailed parishioner with the updated draft MOU, the Parish Council should receive a signed copy shortly as the defibrillator has been installed.
· Litter Pick £50 award has been received. The Clerk will contact Rockland St Mary Primary to arrange payment of £25.
· SAM2 locations map – the Clerk and Councillor Forbes will work on this.
· BMX inspection – thank you to Councillors’ Forbes and Francis for completing these over the summer. The Clerk asked them to forward copies of the reports to place on record.
· Contacted parishioner regarding overhanging branches on wall where defibrillator is. Thank you to the parishioner for actioning this quickly.
26.102.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
Please see minute 26.101. It was mentioned that Hellington FP5 along the field is narrow. The Clerk is to contact the landowner to see if this could be made wider.
26.102.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and defibrillators.
The defibrillator cabinet has been installed near Surlingham Lane. The Clerk has contacted The Circuit requesting to change the location from New Inn to Surlingham Lane, once this has been confirmed she will put a Facebook post up.
Councillor Norris asked if the rubbish can be removed at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park, Councillors Francis and Wright will arrange this.
26.102.05.01 To confirm if additional gravel is needed at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park.
Steve Gildersleeve confirmed he had raked the Car Park, and it needs additional gravel. The Clerk is to ask Carry All if they can supply half a lorry load, if not she will order a full lorry load for delivery between 19th – 23rd October 2026.
26.102.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
Councillor Forbes is currently collating July and Augusts’ data.
26.102.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
None.
26.102.07.01 To receive an update on adding woodchip at the Community Orchard.
Thank you to Councillor Francis who has added one ton sack of woodchip.
26.102.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
Councillor Forbes is to send the Clerk the updated plan for her to add to the Farming in Protected Landscape (FiPL) application.
The Project Manager is chasing the third quote.
RSPB is to send a letter of intent to support the FiPL application.
26.103	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner mentioned the school sign on School Lane is faded. He will send pictures to the Clerk who will raise it with Norfolk County Council.
26.104	To discuss the Greater Norwich Local Plan 2045 Scoping Consultation.
The Council reviewed the status of the Greater Norwich Local Plan 2045 Scoping Consultation. It was noted that the Parish Council will continue to monitor progress, with no further formal action required until June 2027.
26.105	To consider the Parish Partnership 2027/2028.
The Parish Council will not be submitting an application.
26.106	Play Area:
26.106.01 To consider and approve the Green Lane Play Area Consultation questionnaire.
The Parish Council unanimously approved the questionnaire and agreed to proceed with the consultation, running from 1st–31st October 2026. The Clerk will: 
· Publish the questionnaire on the Council’s website, Facebook page, and village page.
· Request that the Margaret Mack Room and the Post Office host hard copies.
· Liaise with Councillor Forbes and Rockland St Mary Primary School regarding pupil involvement.
Survey results will be considered at the November meeting.
26.106.02 To approve replacement Play Area sign.
Councillor Wright proposed to approve the replacement sign, seconded by Councillor Francis. The Caretaker will be confirming the size before the Clerk places the order.
26.107	To discuss Community Engagement – led by Councillor Forbes.
Councillor Forbes asked that this item remains on the agenda as he would like to engage with parishioners as to what they expect/would like from the Parish Council.
26.108	To consider and approve Green Lane Land Valuation quotes. 
Councillor Forbes will speak to his Conveyancing contact and report back at October’s meeting.
26.109	To approve the Farming in Protected Landscapes grant application for the Bird Hide Restoration.
This item is deferred until October’s meeting.
26.110	Planning: 
26.110.01 Applications: 
26.110.01.01 2026/2077 – 134 The Street – Alterations to fenestration to replace existing window with a French door and internal alterations.
26.110.01.02 2026/2078 – 134 The Street (Listed Building Consent) - To move the kitchen from the front of the house, which overlooks the courtyard with shared access, to the rear of the house which opens onto the private garden.
26.110.01.03 2026/1980 – The Normans – Installation of roof-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) array on the courtyard-facing roof slopes of the outbuildings.
Councillor Norris proposed to support the planning applications listed in 26.11.01.01 – 26.11.01.03, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.110.02 Decisions:
26.110.02.01 2026/0790 – Hellington Hill – Details for conditions 3, planning application 2024/2572.
Noted.
26.110.02.02 Tree Preservation Order 2026 No. SN0826 -Verge West of Surlingham Lane.
Noted.
26.111	Finance:
26.111.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 2nd September 2026.
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Councillor Forbes proposed for the Chair and Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 2nd September 2026, seconded by Councillor Norris.
26.111.02 To consider and approve the increase to the Clerk’s salary in line with the LGA Annual Pay Increase for 2026/2027.
Councillor Forbes proposed to approve the Clerk’s salary in line with LGAs Annual Pay Increase, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.111.03 To note any receipts and approve payments as per September’s Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	03.09.26
	July and August Invoice
	BACS
	£784.13
	£0.00

	Clerk
	03.09.26
	September expenses
	BACS
	£4.84
	£0.00

	
	25.09.26
	September salary, WFH and back dated salary
	BACS
	£563.68
	£0.00

	HMRC
	03.09.26
	Employer NI and Employee PAYE up to 5th October
	BACS
	£45.01
	£0.00

	NPTS
	03.09.26
	Autumn Seminar
	BACS
	£67.20
	£11.20

	Margaret Mack
	03.09.26
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£10.00
	£0.00

	Rockland Primary School
	03.09.26
	Litter Pick 26/27
	BACS
	£25.00
	£0.00

	TO NOTE INCOME

	HMRC
	15.07.26
	July 2026 VAT Claim
	BACS
	£380.43
	£0.00

	Parochial Church
	23.07.26
	Grass cutting 26/27
	BACS
	£125.00
	£0.00

	South Norfolk
	14.08.26
	Litter Pick 26/27
	BACS
	£50.00
	£0.00


Councillor Forbes proposed to approve September’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Wright.
26.112	Correspondence: 
26.112.01 Footpath to the river front.
A parishioner contacted the Clerk as the footpath was overgrown. The Clerk guided the parishioner to Norfolk County Council’s Highway portal to report this and receive updates directly.
26.112.02 County Wildlife Site 2262 Hellington.
Councillor Rogers responded to the member of Norfolk Wildlife Trust, in the Clerk’s absence, will the correct contact details for Hellington Reserve.
26.112.03 30mph speed sign near 46-48 The Street.
The sign has now been repaired.
26.113	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Green Lane Valuation.
Farming in Protected Landscape Application.
Councillor Norris informed the Council that parishioners had purchased the land between the allotments and the play area and had installed a fence on the boundary.
26.114	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 7th October 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.
Councillor Norris gave her apologies for October’s meeting.

The public section of the meeting closed at 20:56pm.
26.115	Resolution to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
26.115.01 To discuss items in preparation for the clerk’s appraisal and pay scale increase.
Councillor Rogers discussed the Clerk’s salary and suggested that it should increase annually within Grade 2 by at least one spinal column point (SCP) following a positive appraisal. On reaching SCP 32 the salary will be reviewed. The Clerk’s contract is to be amended to reflect this change. Councillors unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 21:10pm.
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