


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Paul Francis, John Sayles, Jayme Forbes, Anthony Wright, Juliette Harkin
County Councillor	Kay Mason-Billig
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson
Members of the public (MOP)	One and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker

24.108	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Councillor J Rogers welcomed all those in attendance to the meeting. Councillor J Norris stood in for the Clerk and took the minutes.
24.109	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Clerk sent her apologies.
24.110	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
Councillor J Norris Item 9.
24.111	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 3rd July 2024.
Councillor J Sayles proposed for Councillor J Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor P Francis. Minor spelling errors were noted.
24.112	Matters arising from July’s meeting.
· Vegetation at Staithe and BHD car parks clearance. All done.
· Item 24.101 - Grit bin by Margaret Mack – to be moved.
· Link to Community Orchard now added on website.
24.113	Reports from:
24.113.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
· Delayed decision on devolution due to General Election. Devolution would mean more power for Norfolk and there would be a directly elected leader (Mayor) for Norfolk. If it happened, then Norfolk would be able to control the education budget, commission adult education, also funding for brownfield development. 
· The Council intends to consult on all aspects of the budget 2025-26, council tax, library service, social care etc.
· Funding for highways projects and Parish Partnership scheme is available.
· Councillor Harkin raised issue about a village school crossing for children. Councillor KM-B suggested asking Highways to conduct a traffic survey.
24.113.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
Councillor V Thomson gave an overview of his report, a full version will be added to the website:
· Local plan, 5-year land supply and where houses can and cannot be built. 
· Looking to build a million and a half houses in next 5 years.
· Looking at a new town.
· Re-use shops.
24.113.03 Clerk Report.
The Chair provided an overview of the Clerk’s report:
· Blocked ditch – tenant responded saying they believe there is a blocked culvert under the road and were on the understanding that it was a highway’s issue. Norfolk County Council responded that the culvert is the responsibility of the landowner. Clerk has contacted the Roydon’s Trust and will keep the parish council updated.
· Letters were sent regarding Hellington FP2 (actioned by landowner) and footpath near School Lane was to be done over the summer. There are plans to install a pipe in the ditch can cover it to allow future access around the full length of the permissive path.
· The noise complaint (alarm going off at New Inn pub) has been raised with South Norfolk District Council, with several incidents reported over the summer.
· The AGAR 23/24 was signed off and completed by PKF Littlejohn.
· Clerk is attending an autumn seminar on 18th October. Cost is £18.67 (shared with 3 councils).
24.113.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
No issues to report.
24.113.05 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
Nothing to report.
24.113.06 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2 and Community Engagement.
SAM needs repairing. Clock has gone wrong, and data is unusable.
Community engagement to be postponed. 
24.113.07 Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide update.
Broads Authority responded to our second pre-planning application. Need working group meeting with RSPB before we progress. 
24.113.08 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
Newsletter to be sent around / posted on Facebook about Community Orchard, proposed January wassail.
Hedge around boundary of Community Orchard needs trimming back as branches are encroaching over the newly planted orchard trees.
24.114	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
Thank you for getting grass cut outside New Inn.
New Inn garden plants now encroaching into neighbour’s garden and is getting out of control.
Broadband at east end of village has been really slow and cutting out during summer holidays. 
24.115	VCHAP
Consultation for plot next to Eel Catcher Close is out. Main changes are improved outlook for Old Hall, TPOs for trees, additional footpath to rear of properties and diagonal footpath across site is to be retained. Councillor J Forbes to send info about flooding and infrastructure to Councillor J Norris to review before submitting any feedback to the consultation.
24.116 Poor’s Trust approval
Councillor P Francis proposed, and Councillor J Sayles seconded Councillor J Norris’s appointment to the Poor’s Trust.  
24.117 Black Horse Dyke
Councillor J Harkin proposed, and Councillor J Forbes seconded the proposal to make safe the willow and remove self-seeded trees, for a cost of £725. The cost would be offset by the income raised from the UK Power Networks lease of land rented at Green Lane playfield. Councillors agreed to have working parties to maintain clearance this autumn. Councillor J Rogers to contact Yare Valley to confirm dates for the tree works.
24.118 Annual play inspection
Annual play inspection is due, cost is £105.00. Councillor A Wright proposed and Councillor J Harkin seconded, all agreed. 
24.119 Registering New Inn pub as a community asset
Registering the New Inn with Norfolk County Council as a Community Asset.
Councillor P Francis proposed and Councillor J Forbes seconded, all agreed it was worth doing, as we don’t want to lose the village pub.  
24.120 Planning:
	24.120.1	New applications. None
	24.120.2	Black barn (72 The Street) – conversion and extension – South Norfolk District Council approved with conditions.
24.121	Finance:
24.121.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 4th September 2024.
Bank Account – £5051.87
Bird Hide – £3,457.22
Reserves - £8,668.02
24.121.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the September Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	05.09.24
	July Invoice
	BACS
	£419.75
	£0.00
	 

	
	
	August Invoice
	BACS
	£396.75
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	05.09.24
	September expenses
	BACS
	£3.96
	£0.00
	 

	
	
	Studying hours
	BACS
	£73.50
	£0.00
	 

	 
	 
	BHD Pond/Trees
	BACS
	 
	 
	 

	Microsoft
	17.09.24
	365 subscription
	DC
	£79.99
	£13.33
	 

	Parish Room
	05.09.24
	Room hire
	BACS
	£50.00
	£0.00
	 

	Parish Council Website
	22.08.24
	Website hosting
	BACS
	£216.00
	£36.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Post Office
	05.07.24
	Stamps
	DC
	£10.80
	£0.00
	P29

	Clerk
	30.09.24
	Sept Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Salvation Army
	05.07.24
	May
	BACS
	£50.21
	£0.00
	R7

	HMRC
	09.07.24
	VAT Apr-Jun 24
	BACS
	£598.90
	£0.00
	R8

	RWA
	15.07.24
	Lease 24/25
	BACS
	£1,200.00
	£0.00
	R9

	Salvation Army
	01.08.24
	June
	BACS
	£22.33
	£0.00
	R10

	PCC
	28.08.24
	Grass cutting 24/25
	CHQ
	£125.00
	£0.00
	R11

	Barclays
	02.09.24
	Bide Hide Interest
	BACS
	£8.67
	£0.00
	R12

	Barclays
	02.09.24
	Reserve Interest
	BACS
	£21.73
	£0.00
	R13


Councillor P Francis proposed to approve the payment schedule, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.122	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Caretaker to send photograph of Drain collapse near School Lane to be reported to Norfolk County Council.
Broadband update from Councillor V Thomson requested.
24.123	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 2nd October 2024 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Councillors’ J Harkin and J Norris sent apologies for next meeting.

The meeting closed at 20:58pm.
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