


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Roger, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Paul Francis, John Sayles.
Parish Clerk				Charlotte Rust.
Members of the public (MOP)	One and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker.

24.94	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair J Rogers welcomed all those in attendance to the meeting.
24.95	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ A Wright, J Harkin, J Forbes and V Thomson sent their apologies.
24.96	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.97	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 5th June 2024.
Councillor P Francis proposed for Councillor J Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor J Norris.
24.98	Matters arising from June’s meeting.
· New village sign – The Parish Council felt there are other priorities to focus on first and will continue to monitor the sign.
· Pothole and stinging nettles at Staithe Car Park – The Caretaker confirmed his has actioned both.
· Nettles and fence panel at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park – Councillor P Francis is working through the nettles and will sort the fence panel soon.
· Community Orchard volunteer link – Councillor J Harkin is to provide an update at September’s meeting.
24.99	Reports from:
24.99.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
None.
24.99.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
None.
24.99.03 Clerk Report.
The Clerk provided an overview of her report:
· Contacted the Roydon’s Trust regarding the blocked drain on Lower Road, waiting for a response.
· Ordered new defibrillator pads as they were due to expiry. The caretaker has installed them.
· VAT claim submitted for April – June 2024 totalling £598.90.
· Amended policies approved at June’s meeting and updated the policy page on the website.
· Responded to the safety batteries campaign.
· Submitted AGAR paperwork for 2023/2024.
· Child Safety Bee Orchid Way – contacted school and Mrs Boag confirmed this was mentioned at school assembly.
· Opened two savings account for the Bird Hide Fund and Reserves and have transferred the balances over. The Parish Council approved signing a letter to close the current accounts.

24.99.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
Hellington FP2 and the footpath near School Lane are both impassable. The Clerk is to send a letter to the landowners requesting them to cut back the hedges/vegetation.
Green Lane is still closed due to flooding. The Clerk updated the Parish Council, as Highways have done all they can and are liaising with the landowner to resolve the issue.
24.99.05 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
The post at the Staithe Car Park was broken and has been removed.
Councillors are meeting with contractors to discuss pond dredging and the Willow tree and obtain quotes over July and August.
24.99.06 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2 and Community Engagement.
None.
24.99.07 Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide update.
Second Preplanning application submitted to the Broads Authority. Thanks to Councillor Norris for completing those applications. Requests for three quotations have been sent.  One quote has been received and a contractor made a site visit this morning. The Clerk is familiarising herself with the process for the grant application to Farming in Protected Landscapes Project.
24.99.08 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
None.
24.100	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner raised concerns over the New Inn Pub. The vegetation is encroaching onto the road as it has been left growing and is making visibility difficult for him to get out of his driveway. The alarm is regularly going off and for long periods of time. The Clerk is to raise a noise complaint with Highways.
The Clerk is to contact Highways as the hedge near New Inn Hill is overgrown, once she has received photographs from the Caretaker.
24.101	To discuss the grit bin at the Margaret Mack Room.
Councillors’ P Francis and J Sayles will move the grit bin to the opposite side to enable the area to be tidied.
24.102	Correspondence:
24.102.01 Mirror on School Lane.
The Clerk has contacted Highways to clarify if a mirror can be installed and is waiting for a response.
24.102.02 Park swings.
The park swings previously had spikes on them to deter birds from sitting on the top however they were pulled down. The Caretaker regularly cleans the swings to remove any bird muck.
24.102.03 Letter of thanks to the Parish Council.
The Parish Council would like to thank the PCC for its kind words.
24.102.04 Donation towards flag replacement at the Church.
The correspondence has been forwarded to the PCC for their comment/action.
24.103	Policies:
24.103.01 Biodiversity policy.
Councillor J Norris proposed to approve the policy, subject to the suggested amendment, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
24.104 Planning:
24.104.01 New applications – None at the time of publication.
Noted.
24.105	Finance:
24.105.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 3rd July 2024.
Bank Account – £4,397.35
Bird Hide – £3,457.22
Reserves - £8,668.02
24.105.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the July Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	04.07.24
	June Invoice
	BACS
	£437.00
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	04.07.24
	July expenses
	BACS
	£9.25
	£0.00
	 

	Surlingham PC (shared)
	04.07.24
	Clerk networking event
	BACS
	£9.67
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Defib Shop
	14.06.24
	Defib pads x2 
	BACS
	£147.60
	£24.60
	P24

	Clerk
	29.07.24
	July Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	28.08.24
	Aug Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 


Councillor J Sayles proposed to approve the payment schedule, seconded by Council P Francis.
24.106	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Hedge at the Community Orchard.
Registering the New Inn with Norfolk County Council as a Community Asset.
24.107	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed 20:45pm
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