


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5th June 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Roger, Anthony Wright, Paul Francis, John Sayles and Jayme Forbes.
Parish Clerk				Charlotte Rust.
Members of the public (MOP)	None.  

24.73	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair J Rogers welcomed all those in attendance.
24.74	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ J Norris and V Thomson sent their apologies.
24.75	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.76	To clarify Rockland St Mary Primary School report to the Annual Parish Meeting 3rd April 2024.
A parishioner has raised questions concerning the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, specifically the report from the school. Usually, matters arising from the minutes would not normally be addressed until April 2025. However, as the Parish Council is represented on the Margaret Mack Management Committee, I feel it is appropriate to respond now to reassure parishioners.
The report mentioned issues regarding the use of the Margaret Mack Rooms, including the side gate, a break in hire payments, and reducing after school hours to achieve savings.
The report resulted in a meeting of the Margaret Mack Management Committee attended by the Head Teacher. All the issues raised were resolved. The school will have permanent use of the side gate for access by the children attending the nursery, all invoices raised had been paid, and use of the hall for after school hours extended at no additional cost to the school.
The management committee recognise the benefit to both the resources, and the community by working together and look forward to a closer relationship with the school.
24.77	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 1st May 2024.
Councillor J Forbes proposed for the Chair to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
24.78	Matters arising from May’s meeting.
Councillor J Rogers proposed not to proceed with the social media post regarding internet in Parish Room, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
The Clerk confirmed she had spoken with the Parish Councils preferred contractor regarding the terms and conditions of the Pride in Place grant and confirmed they can agree to the terms and conditions. Councillor J Rogers proposed to accept the Pride in Place terms and conditions, seconded by Councillor P Francis. The Pride in Place team would like to visit the site on Tuesday 16th July, Councillor J Norris will meet with them at a convenient time for both parties.
Clean Up and Bloom grant – The Clerk had contacted three companies to obtain quotes for repairs to the village sign, these were deemed too expensive. The Clerk is to research into the cost of a new sign. 
Councillor J Harkin will research costs for a sign for the Community Orchard near the play area sign at Green Lane Playing Field.
The Parish Council confirmed that Norfolk County Council had made FP7 passable for walkers. The ditch on Low Road, Hellington has been cleared and is helping to reduce the flooding of the road.
24.79	Reports from:
24.79.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
None.
24.79.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
None.
24.79.03 Clerk Report.
The Clerk gave an overview of her report:
· Sent a letter to landowners regarding FP7.
· Updated Parish Council polices and uploaded to the website.
· Sent a letter to Roydon Trust regarding Lower Road blocked ditch, however the verge has been cut by Norfolk County Council which has resulted in the ditch being filled with the mown grass.
· Defibrillator pads need replacing 1st July. The Clerk will order these and pass them on to the Caretaker.
· Highways are monitoring the bridge near FP3 as was deemed structurally sound by Bridges Team in 2023.
24.79.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
Councillor P Francis would like to thank Norfolk County Council for clearing the paths near the beck.
24.79.05 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
Councillor J Sayles confirmed the Staithe Car Park is looking good, there is a small pothole that needs filling in and the nettles are coming over the fence. The Clerk will ask the Caretaker to action these.
The throw line at Blackhorse Dyke pond is covered by nettles and there is a fence panel that needs repairing, Councillor P Francis volunteered to action these.
24.79.06 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2 and Community Engagement.
Councillor J Forbes is working on an action plan for the bigger picture of speeding issues across Rockland St Mary and neighbouring villages.
24.79.07 Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide update.
Councillor J Rogers thanked Councillor J Forbes for his sketches of the bird hide for the RSPB to consider.
24.79.08 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
Councillor J Harkin proposed to post a link for people to volunteer at the Community Orchard throughout the year to assist with maintenance and publish an e-newsletter in the Spring and Autumn, seconded by Councillor P Francis. Councillor J Harkin mentioned that one of the trees at the Community Orchard hasn’t survived.
24.80	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
None.
24.81	To review and approve 2023/24 Internal Control Check, Councillor J Rogers to report.
Councillor P Francis proposed to approve the Internal Control check, seconded by Councillor J Sayles.
Councillor J Sayles proposed to amend the frequency from annual to quarterly, seconded by Councillor P Francis. The Clerk will amend the policy and publish the updated version on the website.
24.82	To consider Rockland Primary School’s grant application.
Councillor P Francis proposed to approve a grant of £25 for Councillor J Rogers to source the nest boxes to give to the school, seconded by Councillor J Harkin.
24.83	To consider support the campaign for the safety of Lithium-ion batteries (e-bikes and scooters).
Councillor J Sayles proposed the Parish Council support this campaign, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.84	To approve the quote for repairs to the Village Sign.
Please see minute 24.78.
24.85	To receive an update on the Flood management Conference, attended by Councillor J Harkin.
Councillor J Harkin provided an overview of the conference and has emailed Councillors will the presentation for reference. Councillor J Rogers proposed that the Parish Council make note of flooding within the village supported by pictures in the event flooding becomes an issue in future, seconded by Councillor J Harkin.
24.86	To review and approve Financial regulations.
Councillor J Rogers proposed to adopt the updated policy, seconded by Councillor J Harkin.
24.87	AGAR 2023/24:
24.87.01 To receive and consider the Internal Auditor’s report for year ending 31st March 2024.
Received and considered.
24.87.02 To consider whether to exempt from an external audit and if so authorise the Clerk and Chair to sign.
Councillor J Harkin proposed for the Clerk and Chair to sign the form to exempt the Parish Council from external audit, seconded by Councillor J Sayles.
24.87.03 To consider the assertions on, and complete, the Annual Governance Statement and to authorise the Clerk and Chair to sign.
Councillor J Harkin proposed for the Clerk and Chair to sign the Annual Governance Statement, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.87.04 To consider and approve the Accounting Statements and to authorise the Chair to sign.
Councillor A Wright proposed to approve the Accounting Statement and authorise the Chair to sign the form, seconded by Councillor J Forbes.
24.88	Correspondence:
24.88.01 Child Safety around Bee Orchard Way/Broadfields.
The Parish Council would like to politely remind parents to supervise children cycling/skating in these areas. The Clerk is to contact the school asking if road safety re playing on the road, can be mentioned in assembly.
24.88.02 Hellington Corner Junction A146.
The Parish Council has contacted Norfolk County Council Highways team to advise them of the visibility issue at this junction as this is under their responsibility.
24.88.03 Historic postcard.
The Clerk has forwarded the details to Rev. Nick Garrard, as the postcard depicts St Mary’s Church.
24.89	Highways.
No update.
24.90	Planning:
24.90.01 New applications – None at the time of publication.
None.
24.90.02 Decisions.
24.90.02.01 2024/0888 – 5 The Oaks – Rear extension with two storey side extension; South Norfolk District Council Approval with Conditions.
Noted.
24.91	Finance:
24.91.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 5th June 2024.
Bank Account - £6,847.42
Bird Hide - £3,457.22
Reserves - £8,668.02
24.91.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the June Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Poors Charity
	09.05.24
	Staithe Car Park Rent
	BACs
	£1,100.00
	£0.00
	 

	Village Caretaker
	06.06.24
	May Invoice
	BACS
	£396.75
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	06.06.24
	June expenses
	BACS
	£7.92
	£0.00
	 

	Surlingham PC (split x3)
	06.06.24
	CiLCA Qualification reg
	BACS
	£150.00
	£0.00
	 

	Mr R Goreham
	06.06.24
	Internal Audit 23/24
	BACS
	£70.00
	£0.00
	 

	Rockland Primary School
	06.06.24
	Grant for nest boxes
	BACS
	£25.00
	£0.00
	 

	Norfolk ALC
	06.06.24
	Administrations of Payroll 24/25
	BACS
	£115.20
	£19.20
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Clerk
	28.06.24
	June Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	HMRC
	16.05.24
	VAT Sept 23-Mar24
	BACS
	£538.10
	£0.00
	R4

	Salvation Army
	28.05.24
	Apr-24
	BACS
	£63.57
	£0.00
	R5

	NCC
	29.05.24
	Reimbursement of Busseys claim for trees
	BACS
	£815.80
	£0.00
	R6


Councillor J Sayles proposed to approve the payments, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.92	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Biodiversity policy.
Grit bin at Margaret Mack Room.
24.93	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:04pm.
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