


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Joanne Norris (Acting Chair/Vice-Chair), Paul Francis, Jayme Forbes,  Antony Wright, Juliette Harkin
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 19:50pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Three – Charlotte Rust; Parish Clerk; Steve Gildersleeve; Caretaker and one parishioner

26.66	Welcome from the Chair.
Councillor Norris opened the meeting at 19:31pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
26.67	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ Rogers and Sayles sent their apologies.
26.68	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.69	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 6th May 2026.
Councillor Harkin proposed for Councillor Norris to sign the approved minutes from 6th May 2026, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.70	Matters arising from May’s meeting.
Matters Arising
· FP3 hedge – Norfolk County Council reinspected the site on 19th May 2026 and confirmed that visibility is within the ‘Desirable Visibility’ range for 30mph of a minimum of 43 metres. The visibility range for this location is 52 metres. The Norfolk Trails team suggested the Parish Council may wish to submit an application for a ‘Pedestrians Crossing’ sign, which the Clerk will research.
· Grit bin refill – Norfolk County Council’s Winder Service team refilled the bins on 15th January 2026. The bins will be refilled at the beginning of the Winter Season.
· Blackhorse Dyke car park sign location conformation – Blackhorse Dyke car park sign location confirmation – Councillors unanimously agreed to install one post with two signs back-to-back at the entrance on the left-hand side as you enter, using a jubilee clip.
· Update on 23 The Street – the Highways Officer was on holiday until beginning of June. The Clerk has diarised to chase this up week commencing 8th June.
· Fencing at Green Lane – Councillors’ Francis and Wright have not set a date to complete this but will do before July’s meeting.
· New Inn Hill footpath (opposite Eel Catcher Close) – the Parish Council would like to thank you the person(s) who cleared the overgrowth.
26.71	Reports from:
26.71.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
26.71.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report; a full version will be available on the website once the Clerk has received it:
· South Norfolk District Council and Norfolk County Council have requested a judicial review following the announcement of 3 Unitary Councils for Norfolk. This will look into the process behind the decision.
26.71.03 Clerk Report.
The Clerk gave an overview of her report:
· Gravel all ordered and spread at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park. Thank you to Carry All and Steve Gildersleeve. Councillor Sayles mentioned he thought the car park could do with some more gravel. Steve Gildersleeve advised leaving it for the moment to let the gravel settle and then re rake it before deciding.
· Updated policies and added them to the website.
· Manually transferring files from One Drive to Work Drive (Parish Online) as unable to do this electronically due to the Microsoft Subscription held by the Parish Council.
· The new defibrillator cabinet will be in a new location, same wall but on a different landowner’s land. The Parish Council would like to apologise for the delay in getting the new cabinet installed and thanks all donors for their patience.
· Dog fouling – there has been a significant increase in dog fouling within the village. With a recent issue at St Mary’s Church, the Parish Council kindly reminds all dog owners to pick up your dogs fouling as not doing so is a criminal offence with fines of up to £1000 and no dogs are allowed at Green Lane Playing Field. The Clerk will pop a post on Facebook and compose a letter to the Parochial Church Council asking if ‘no dog fouling’ signs can be erected.
· Continuing archiving and cataloguing Parish Council documents.
· Forwarded on all relevant correspondence.
26.71.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
No update.
26.71.04.01 To receive an update on the Litter Pick 2026, in conjunction with Rockland St Mary Primary School.
Thank you to Councillors Forbes and Francis and Steve Gildersleeve for participating in the Litter Pick. The children really enjoyed it, clearing up Blackhorse Dyke and St Margaret’s Way. The Clerk will contact the school for pictures to submit to South Norfolk District Council as part of the prize draw. N.B. All children will be redacted from the pictures.
26.71.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and defibrillators.
The throw rope requires attaching to suitable fence post with a proper fixings and the gate latch at Blackhorse Dyke Pond is not working properly, Councillors’ Francis and Wright will look at this.
Councillor Norris will update the Risk Assessment for Blackhorse Dyke.
26.71.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
Councillor Forbes shared the data with the Council, and the Clerk is in the process off uploading this to the website. He asked if there was a way to streamline how the data is presented on the website and integrate the SAM2 locations/data using the Parish Council’s Mapping Software. The Clerk will investigate this.
The Clerk is to contact Norfolk County Council Highways to see if there is a suitable location for the SAM2 near FP3.
26.71.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
5-mile Network continues to meet with approx. 60 active members.
13th June is the Open Gardens day, in conjunction with Rockland St Mary Primary School.
The woodchip at The Community Orchard will be sorted shortly.
26.71.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
The Project Manager is contacting relevant suppliers to obtain new quotes.
26.71.08.01 Member of the public email regarding Bird Hide.
The Parish Council noted an email from a Member of the Public thanking Councillors for ‘understanding the importance and value the hide brings to both visitors and residents alike’
26.72	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner raised concerns about the permissive path on Claxton Manor Estate’s land and how it may be affected by the potential development at Eel Catcher Close and wished to see it become designated as a permanent right of way. This will be added to July’s agenda for discussion.
26.73	AGAR 2025/26:
26.73.01 Certificate of exemption.
Councillor Wright proposed for the Clerk and Chair to sign the Certificate of Exemption as the Parish Council’s income and expenditure were under the £25,000 threshold for an External Audit, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
26.74	Internal Control Checks:
26.74.01 To receive and approve Internal Control Check Q4 2025-2026.
Councillor Norris volunteered to conduct the Q4 Internal Control Check.
26.75	Green Lane:
26.75.01 To approve Statement of Truth for UK Power Networks to proceed with renewal of the Substation Lease.
Councillor Harkin proposed to approve the Statement of Truth, seconded by Councillor Wright.
26.75.02 To discuss Norfolk County Council’s request for an estimate of numbers of users of Green Lane between 2001-2006.
Councillor Forbes proposed for the Clerk to complete the Evidence Form from Norfolk County Council on behalf of the Parish Council and to put the form on Facebook encouraging residents to complete it, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.76	Planning: 
26.76.01 Applications: None at time of publication.
Noted.
26.76.02 Decisions: 
26.76.02.01 2026/0482 – 72 The Street – Details of conditions 3, 6, 10, 11 and 15 of 2022/1773 – materials, surface water, landscaping scheme, land quality, noise and dust management - Approval of Condition Details; APPROVED BY SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Noted.
26.76.02.02 2025/1898 – 137 The Street – Single storey side extension – Approval of Conditions; APPROVED BY SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Noted.
26.77	Finance:
26.77.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 6th May 2026.
Councillor Francis proposed for Councillor Norris and the Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 6th May 2026, seconded by Councillor Wright.
26.77.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per May’s Payment Schedule.
	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:F9]FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	04.06.26
	May Invoice
	BACS
	£446.25
	£0.00

	Clerk
	04.06.26
	June expenses
	BACS
	£3.96
	£0.00

	
	29.06.26
	June salary and WFH
	BACS
	£494.13
	£0.00

	HMRC
	04.06.26
	Employer NI and PAYE up to 5th July
	BACS
	£7.67
	£0.00

	Surlingham Parish Council
	04.06.26
	Clerk SLCC membership and local Clerk Week Afternoon Tea (Shared payment)
	BACS
	£75.00
	£0.00

	Clear Councils
	04.06.26
	Insurance 26/27
	BACS
	£977.20
	£0.00

	Carry All
	04.06.26
	Gravel for Blackhorse Dyke
	BACS
	£234.00
	£0.00


Councillor Francis proposed to approve June’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
26.78	Correspondence: 
26.78.01 Kirby Bedon Road Closure.
A parishioner had been in contact expressing frustrations over the recent road closures. The Clerk will respond with further details in minute 26.78.01.
26.78.02 Email from Bramerton Parish Council regarding road closures and traffic management concerns.
The Council unanimously agreed to join forces with Bramerton Parish Council should a meeting with Norfolk County Council Highways be arranged and to send a letter signed from neighbouring Parish Councils.
26.78.03 Damage to hedge bordering pavement near 1 New Inn Hill.
A parishioner spoke with Councillor Francis regarding his hedge being cut back by an unknown person(s) on private land. The individual(s) responsible has not been identified.
26.79	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Permissive footpath
Community Engagement
The Parish Council would like to inform parishioners that the No85 bus service has been renamed as No65, the service remains unchanged. The Clerk will put a post on Facebook with this information.
Councillor Norris informed Councillors that a parishioner had thanked the Parish Council for the replacement nets at Green Lane Playing Field.
26.80	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed. 

The meeting closed at 21:00pm.
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