


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 1st May 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Roger, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Anthony Wright, Paul Francis, John Sayles and Jayme Forbes.
Parish Clerk				Charlotte Rust.
Members of the public (MOP)	Steve Gildersleeve – Village Caretaker and one other. 

24.56	Welcome from the Chair.
Councillor J Rogers welcomed all those in attendance to the meeting.
24.57	To elect Chair/Vice Chair and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office(s).
Councillor P Francis proposed to elect Councillor J Rogers as Chair and Councillor J Norris as Vice-Chair, seconded by Councillor J Sayles.
24.58	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ J Harkin and V Thomson sent their apologies.
24.59	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.60	To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting of 6th March 2024.
Councillor A Wright proposed for the Chair to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor J Norris.
24.61	Matters arising from March’s meeting.
The Clerk confirmed she has submitted a response on behalf of the Parish Council to the Broads Authority regarding the Rockland Broad Silt Curtain.
24.62	Reports from:
24.62.01 County Councillor, Cllr K Mason-Billig.
None.
24.62.02 District Councillor, Cllr Vic Thomson.
None.
24.62.03 Clerk Report.
The Clerk provided an overview of her report:
· Pre-planning application for Bird Hide. Payment of £50.00 was approved on December’s payment schedule. The application has been submitted however there was no charge.
· ENQ900249514 – Post on FP1 near 21/23 The Street will be replaced. Councillor J Norris confirmed this had already been completed.
· Water source at Orchard, the landowner of the adjacent land has offered a water source when required.
· Preparing for AGAR 2023/24.
· Vat Submission for period Sept 23 – Mar 24 of £538.10. 
· 2023/24 finances report.
· Transferred the remaining £1,967.42 of 2023/24 balance to reserves account.
· Insurance – contacted 4 companies and Clear Councils was the cheapest quote.
24.62.04 Cllr P Francis – Footpaths.
Low Common was impassable once again. Councillor J Rogers will follow up on the letter the Parish Council sent to the tenants.
The Clerk is to send a letter to the landowners where FP7 goes through asking them to make the footpath passable.
24.62.05 Cllr J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust noted the improving quality of the pond at Blackhorse Dyke since the maintenance has been done.
24.62.06 Cllr J Forbes – SAM2 and Community Engagement.
Councillor J Forbes has been in contact with neighbouring parishes and the feedback has been positive in creating a more joined up picture of speeding/traffic issues.
24.62.07 Cllr J Rogers – Bird Hide update.
The working party agreed on 30 April 2024 to continue with the shelter design but site it near to the current hide to comply with the BA’s request. Next steps, draw up plans, submit pre planning application to BA, arrange lease with RSPB, obtained 3 quotes and submit FIPLS grant application. 
24.62.08 Cllr J Harkin – Biodiversity.
Report on the Parish Council Community Orchard and Tree Planting for Biodiversity
25 April 2024
Summary
The Parish Council (PC) has now completed two projects to establish a community orchard (at Green Lane Playing Fields) and to undertake tree hedging and ornamental tree planting for biodiversity and parishioner enjoyment (at Black Horse Dyke and Star Piece Public Footpath).  This work was funded by the Tree Council’s Branching Out Fund and by the South Norfolk District Council and Norfolk County Council administered Busseys Tree Fund. We are extremely grateful to the Tree Council and to Busseys for their funding.  We also would like to thank South Yare Wildlife group, Hellington with Rockland Community Nature Reserve local Schools and Benefice, other local groups and Cllr Vic Thomson for their support.  
Sites
1. The Community Orchard at Green Lane - We have now planted around 36 fruit and nut trees at this site establishing a new orchard for the parishioners. This includes a newly planted HRH King’s Oak for the Parish Room/Roydon Trust committee. 
2. Black Horse Dyke – 4 ornamental trees (Amelanchier, Rowan) have been planted for enjoyment of visitors to the Memorial Garden, as well as underplanting of 10 Dog Roses around the perimeter of the garden.  Further, hedging trees have been planted around the fence border of the pond, including 31 Blackthorn and Elder saplings and 5 Crab Roses.  A final ornamental Rowan will be planted at BHD when renovation work (funded by the Pride in Place scheme, South Norfolk District Council) is completed.
3. Star Piece Public Footpath – tree saplings have been planted along the perimeter of the path including Hazel, Dog Rose, Elder and Rowan. Total tbc.
Aims & Achievements
1. The idea of the community orchard is to encourage community action and a connection with food.  Local schools were involved and local groups were invited to come and plant their own trees. A Tree Festival and a Tree Pop Up event were held in February.  This resulted in the direct engagement of over 100 residents and volunteers.  The orchard has been promoted on social media resulting in more indirect engagement as well as subsequent visits to this new community asset
2. The planting at BHD is to encourage wildlife (the Blackthorn should also give a longer term ‘security’ benefit – discouraging anti-social behaviour in the hidden parts of the pond perimeter.  The ornamental planting is for the benefit of parishioners and visitors using the car park and the Parish Room, as well as visiting the Memorial Garden. The trees complement the dedicated Jubilee Hornbeam tree. 
3. The planting along Star Piece path encourages wildlife, offers habitat continuity for hedgehogs and other small mammals and birds in the longer term.  The planting should also ensure that the path offers the chance for safe foraging of wild berries and rose hips.
Next Steps
The PC, with local stakeholders, must now organise to set up a maintenance plan for the first summer to cover watering, weeding and checks to the sites to give the trees the best chance to establish.
This will require encouraging residents to take part and get active and Cllr Harkin will be drawing up a rota for summer into autumn 2024.  This will also include the possibility of events or gatherings at the community orchard in particular – for example the South Yare Wildlife Group will include the Orchard in one of its walking itineraries and there are opportunities for a meeting of the local 5 Mile Network (seed and plant swap with networking for growers and gardeners from across the village and surrounds) this summer, tbc.  Interested parishioners should please contact Cllr Harkin to be added to the email list for information and to sign up to volunteer.  julietteharkin@rocklandstmarywithhellington-pc.gov.org
24.63	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
The parishioner commented how good the Staithe Car Park is looking after being repaired.
24.64	To consider spending of the remaining Clean Up and Bloom grant funds.
The funds will be put towards bulbs at Blackhorse Dyke, planted in Autumn.
Repairing the Village Sign.
24.65	To agree the terms and conditions of the Pride in Place grant award.
The Clerk is to contact the Parish Council’s chosen supplier to explain the terms and conditions of the grant to see if they can assist.
24.66	To review and approve all Parish Council policies.
Councillor P Francis proposed to approve all policies, subject to the updated amendments to the Equality Policy being made, seconded by Councillor J Norris.
24.67	Correspondence:
24.67.01 Mobile signal/Fibre Broadband.
A parishioner contacted the Parish Council regarding the poor mobile signal in Rockland St Mary and if there was any update on Fibre Direct Broadband. The Parish Council has contacted Councillor V Thomson and Councillor K Mason-Billig for further updates. No response had been received at the time of the meeting.
24.67.02 Internet at the Parish Room.
The Clerk is to contact the Parish Room Trustee regarding a Facebook post to gain a better understanding if parishioners would like access to the internet whilst using the Parish Room.
24.68 Highways:
24.68.01 ENQ900265139 – Lower Road – Blocked Ditch.
The Clerk is to contact the landowner.
	24.68.02 ENQ900222371 – Marsh Gate – Post.
	Councillor J Rogers is to send further photos to the Clerk, who will then contact Highways.
24.69	Planning:
24.69.01 New applications – None at the time of publication.
Noted.
24.69.02 Decisions.
24.69.02.01 2024/0467 – Proposed single storey side extension and replacement garden room – South Norfolk District Council approval with conditions.
Noted.
24.70	Finance:
24.70.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 1st May 2024.
Current Account - £7,594.42
Bird Hide - £3,457.22
Reserves - £10,914.42
24.70.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the May Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Simon's Landscaping
	12.04.24
	Car park final payment
	BACS
	£2,695.68
	£449.28
	 

	Caretaker
	02.05.24
	April Invoice
	BACS
	£419.75
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	02.05.24
	May expenses
	BACS
	£7.92
	£0.00
	 

	Surlingham PC
	02.05.24
	SLCC membership shared
	BACS
	£65.00
	£0.00
	 

	Clear Councils
	02.05.24
	Insurance
	BACS
	£784.92
	£0.00
	 

	
	02.05.24
	Clean Up and Bloom grant
	BACS/DC
	On Hold
	 
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Baileys of Norfolk
	24.04.24
	INV 2931393 - Compost
	BACS
	£76.80
	£12.80
	P9

	Clerk
	28.05.24
	May Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	SUB-TOTAL
	£514.40

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Salvation Army
	26.04.24
	Mar-24
	BACS
	£32.02
	£0.00
	R3

	SNDC
	26.04.24
	April Precept
	BACS
	£8,000.00
	£0.00
	R2


Councillor J Norris proposed to approve May’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.71	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Councillor J Norris gave her apologies as she is not able to attend June’s meeting.
24.72	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 5th June 2024 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:59pm.
2							
	SIGNED:	DATE:
