


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Janet Rogers (Chair), Joanne Norris (Vice-Chair), Paul Francis, John Sayles, Jayme Forbes,  Antony Wright 
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – Arrived at 19:35pm and left at 19:56pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Three – Charlotte Rust; Parish Clerk, Steve Gildersleeve; Caretaker and one parishioner 

26.47	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:33pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
26.48	To elect Chair and Vice Chair and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office(s).
Councillor Francis proposed to elect Councillor Rogers as Chair, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
Councillor Francis proposed to elect Councillor Norris as Vice-Chair, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
The Clerk received a signed copy of Councillors’ Norris and Rogers Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
26.49	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor Harkin gave her apologies.
26.50	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.51	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 4th March 2026.
Councillor Wright proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved 4th March 2026 minutes, seconded by Councillor Norris.
26.52	Matters arising from March’s meeting.
· FP3 signs, New Inn Hill – Signs have gone up. The hedge has been trimmed back but more is required. The Clerk is to contact Norfolk County Council.
· Grit Bins – Councillors confirmed none of the grit bins in the village have been replenished.
· Car park sign for Blackhorse Dyke  – Norfolk County Council do not offer these signs however proposed two locations:
1. A wall sign on the brick wall of the house opposite Blackhorse Dyke Car Park.
2. A signpost in the verge by the hedge adjacent to Blackhorse Dyke Car Park.
Norfolk County Council confirmed that if the parish council went ahead with no resident objections, the County Council is happy to have a car park sign installed at either of the above locations. Councillors will arrange to meet up to discuss the best location on the hedge side for consideration at June’s meeting.
· 5- mile schedule – the Clerk is to liaise with Councillor Harkin.
· Dog fouling – South Norfolk District Council sent additional no dog fouling signs for the council to use.
· Litter Pick 2026 – Waiting to hear back from school before confirming dates.
26.53	Reports from:
26.53.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
26.53.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report; the full version will be available on the website when the Clerk’s receives it:
· South Norfolk District Council handyman has won a national award.
· 2 new Surface Water Officers have been appointed to help tackle flooding/drainage issues.
· 8th May 2026 will mark the last ever Norfolk County Council elections.
· 3 elections over the next 3 years; 2026 – County, 2027 – Shadow Unitary, 2028 – Mayor.
· Once County Elections are over, further information to follow on how the Local Government Organisation will affect Parish Councils.
26.53.03 Clerk Report.
The Clerk gave an overview of her report:
· Brown signs for Blackhorse Dyke and Community Orchard – Norfolk County Council confirmed locations do not meet the criteria.
· Reported the rusting Bus Stop sign at School Lane to Norfolk County Council. Initial report in March 2026 not logged on the system. Logged in April 2026 and waiting for an update.
· Substation Lease – liaising with UK Power Network as they requested further documentation on the land and substation from previous lease. Forwarded documentation I had; correspondence between previous clerk, Eastern Power and both parties’ solicitors. Now waiting for an update. The Clerk is to contact South Norfolk District Council to confirm what documentation is held there.
· Insurance is not affected by BMX track upgrade.
· Parishioner has been in contact requesting an update on 23 The Street. Waiting to hear back from Norfolk County Council Area Manager for Rockland St Mary.
· Website – removed pages that were not needed, tided services/local organisations.
· Submitted feedback received on No 85-bus route and received confirmation this has been sent to the relevant department at TMSG.
· Continued scanning digital copies of necessary documents and archive listing.
· VAT Oct 2025 – March 2026 will be added to the next submission as it is under £100.
26.53.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
Footpath 2 to where it meets footpath 5 was impassable however has been reinstated but access is still tricky.
Rockland footpath 5 is impassable due to flowering Rape. Walkers are using the track to get to Green Lane.
26.53.04.01 To discuss Parish Footpath Audit.
Councillor Norris proposed the parish council undertake a footpath audit, with the Clerk collating the information in the council’s Mapping Software to create an interactive map for members of the public to use. Seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.53.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and defibrillators.
Blackhorse Dyke Car Park has been cleared and tidied. 
Councillor Sayles proposed the council purchase one tonne of gravel to level off the car park. Works to be planned during the May school half term for minimum disruption. Seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.53.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
None.
26.53.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
None.
26.53.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
26.53.08.01 To discuss taking responsibility for the Bird Hide.
The Parish Council voted unanimously, by show of hands, to agree in principle taking responsibility of the Bird Hide. This is subject to the Bird Hide Project Manager obtaining written confirmation from the Broads Authority that if the parish council take responsibility that no planning permission is required and a mutually beneficial lease with the RSPB.
26.54	Adjournment for Public Participation. 
Clerk apologies; this item was missed off the agenda in error however the Chair reinstated it under Standing Orders, 3f.
A parishioner thanked the Parish Council for liaising with Crown Point Estates following the incident in September 2025 where the verge had been driven on.
26.55	AGAR 2025/26:
26.55.01 To receive and consider the Internal Auditor’s report for year ending 31st March 2026.
Councillor Forbes proposed to accept and approve the Internal Auditor’s report, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.55.02 To consider the assertions on, and complete, the Annual Governance Statement and to authorise the Clerk and Chair to sign.
Councillor Norris proposed to answer ‘Yes’ to all the assertations relating to parish councils on the Annual Governance Statement and for the Clerk and Chair to sign, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.55.03 To consider and approve the Accounting Statements and to authorise the Chair to sign.
Councillor Wright proposed to approve the Accounting Statement which had been signed by the Responsible Finance Officer prior to the meeting and for the Chair to sign, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.56	Policies for review:
26.56.01 Defibrillator.
26.56.02 Standing Orders.
26.56.03 Risk Assessment and Management.
26.56.04 Lone Home Worker.
26.56.05 Internal Control Check.
26.56.06 Privacy Notice.
26.56.07 Health and Safety.
26.56.08 FOI and Publication Scheme.
26.56.09 Financial Regulations.
26.56.10 Equity and Diversity.
26.56.11 Data Protection.
26.56.12 Data Privacy Access Assessment.
26.56.13 Code of Conduct.
26.56.14 Community Grant.
26.56.15 IT Policy.
26.56.16 General Reserves.
26.56.17 Grievance.
26.56.18 Action Plan.
Councillor Forbes proposed to approve all the policies listed in minutes 26.56.01 – 26.56.18 including the Clerk’s recommendations, seconded by Councillor Norris.
26.57	To discuss potential lake monitoring at Rockland Broad by Environment Agency.
Councillor Forbes proposed to give permission to the Environment Agency to conduct lake monitoring at Rockland Broad, seconded by Councillor Sayles. The Clerk is to request the data is shared with the parish council.
26.58	To discuss requesting transfer of ownership of South Norfolk District Council land to the Parish Council.
The Clerk is to liaise with South Norfolk District Council regarding ownership of the following land:
Green Lane – held in Trust with the parish council as Trustee.
Blackhorse Dyke – leased to the parish council for a peppercorn rent.
Bee Orchid Way – play area green currently owned by South Norfolk District Council.
26.59	To discuss a grant for St Mary’s Ruin – Councillor Sayles to lead.
Councillor Sayles enquired if the Parish Council would consider contributing £100–£150 should project costs exceed the £200 allocated from Councillor Thomson’s Ward fund. The Clerk recommended that a Community Grant Application be submitted when the works proceed if further funding is needed.
26.60	To discuss and consider recommendations following the Play Area Inspection 2026.
Councillor Norris confirmed she had cleared the overhanging vegetation and loose stones. The loose tyres will be reset in the Autumn once the ground is softer.
Councillor Francis proposed to use the left-over fencing from Blackhorse Dyke to fence off the area near the gate at the entrance of Green Lane Playing Field and that he would remove the wooden structure, levelling off the ground on the track on 7th May 2026. Seconded by Councillor Wright.
Councillors’ Francis and Wright will arrange a convenient time to erect the fencing.
26.61	Planning: 
26.61.01 Applications: None at time of publication.
Noted.
26.61.02 Decisions: 
26.61.02.01 2026/0482 – 72 The Street – Details of conditions 3, 6, 10, 11 and 15 of 2022/1773 – materials, surface water, landscaping scheme, land quality, noise and dust management - Approval of Condition Details; APPROVED BY SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Noted.
26.61.02.02 2025/1898 – 137 The Street – Single storey side extension – Approval of Conditions; APPROVED BY SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Noted.
26.61.02.03 2026/0790 -  Hellington Hill – Details for conditions 3 – Contamination Preliminary risk assessment, 5 – Details of ASHP, 10 0 Proposed external materials, 13 – Boundary treatment plan, 17 – Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan of permission 2024/2572; APPROVED BY SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Noted.
26.62	Finance:
26.62.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 6th May 2026.
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Councillor Norris proposed for the Responsible Finance Officer and Chair to sign the Bank Reconciliations dated 28th April 2026 and 6th May 2026, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.62.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per May’s Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Caretaker
	07.05.26
	April Invoice
	BACS
	£408.00
	£0.00

	Clerk
	07.05.26
	May expenses
	BACS
	£9.95
	£1.00

	
	27.05.26
	May Salary &WFH
	BACS
	£494.13
	£0.00

	HMRC
	07.05.26
	NI and PAYE up to 5th June
	BACS
	£7.67
	£0.00

	David Bracey
	07.05.26
	Play Area Inspection
	BACS
	£144.00
	£24.00

	Norfolk ALC
	07.05.26
	26/27 membership
	BACS
	£244.04
	£0.00

	Carry load
	07.05.26
	Woodchip for Play Area
	BACS
	£148.00
	£0.00

	Mr A Wright
	07.05.26
	Post Crete BHD expense
	BACS
	£30.00
	£0.00

	Robin Goreham
	07.05.26
	Internal Audit 24/25
	BACS
	£75.00
	£0.00

	Parish Online
	07.05.26
	Website and Emails
	BACS
	£428.40
	£71.40

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Poors Trust
	02.04.26
	2026/27 Staithe Car Park donation
	BACS
	£550.00
	£0.00

	Net World Sports
	22.04.26
	Replacement Football Nets
	DC
	£71.98
	£12.00

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Net World Sports
	23.04.26
	Refund for incorrect nets
	DC
	£21.99
	£3.67

	South Norfolk
	 27.04.26
	Precept 1 - April 2026
	BACS
	£9,500.00
	£0.00

	RESERVES/TRANSFERS

	25/26 Sweep
	28.04.26
	Current to Reserves
	TRANSFER
	£3,000.00
	£0.00


Councillor Wright proposed to approve May’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.63	Correspondence: 
26.63.01 Pedestrian pathway on New Inn Hill.
A parishioner raised concerns over the reduced space on the footpath opposite Eel Catcher Close, due to overgrowth. The Clerk will contact Norfolk County Council.
26.64	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Green Lane Status.
26.65	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed. Councillor Rogers gave her apologies for June’s meeting.

The meeting closed at 21:04pm
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SIGNED:		DATE: 3rd June 2026
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