


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6th March 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Roger, Juliette Harkin, Anthony Wright, Paul Francis
Parish Clerk				Charlotte Rust
Members of the public (MOP)	Steve Gildersleeve – Village Caretaker and one other. 

24.31	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Janet Rogers welcomed everyone to the meeting.
24.32	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ J Norris, J Sayles and J Forbes gave their apologies. Councillor V Thomson sent his apologies.
24.33	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.34	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 7th February 2024.
Councillor J Rogers proposed to amend the wording of minute 24.25 detailed below, seconded by Councillor P Francis:
‘The lease to Network UK for the site of the transformer in Green Lane expired in February 2022. Network UK proposed a 25-year lease at a rental of £350 per annum. Councillors’ questions were rent to be backdated from 2022, rent review every 5 years in line with the Consumer Price Index, Network UK to maintain the site.’
Councillor P Francis proposed Councillor J Rogers sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.35	Matters arising from February’s meeting.
SAM2 – Councillor J Forbes has adjusted the sensitivity settings on the SAM2 to see if this corrects the anomalies. The Clerk received the new battery and passed this to the Caretaker.
Low Common flooding – Councillor J Rogers met with Gary Overland from Highways and the landowner to discuss resolving the ongoing flooding issue. The landowner agreed for Highways to schedule work: dig out the ditch by the barn and cut back shrubs.
24.36	Reports from:
24.36.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
The Clerk gave an overview of the County Councillor’s report, the full report will be available on the Parish Council website:
· Council agrees £528m budget.
· Have your say on Norfolk savings proposals.
· Norfolk flood protection takes centre stage in Westminster.
· Challenges of coastal erosion and flooding discussed by councillors.
· £150k funding secured for Attleborough Flood Management.
· 24/7 free travel to all disabled bus pass holders in Norfolk.
· Hundreds gather to witness historic moment as Herring Bridge is opened.
· New Rural Business Awards.
· New film office opens Norfolk up to filming possibilities.

· Norfolk families set to gain more support thanks to a new volunteer service.
· Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service forms partnership to help people involved in serious road traffic collisions.
· Free electrical fire safety events being held by Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service.
· £1 million boost for Highway Parish Partnership Schemes.
24.36.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
The Clerk will upload the District Councillor’s report to the Parish Council’s website once she has received it.
24.36.03 Clerk Report.
The Clerk gave her report:
· Posted the get-well card to parishioner.
· Confirm the £19.02 credit in February was for paper recycling.
· Clerk reimbursed the Parish Council for the PAYE payments up until 5th March.
· Grit Bin at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park cannot be registered with South Norfolk District Council as it is on private land. The Caretaker has filled the bin with salt ready for parishioners to use.
· Pictures of the Blackhorse Horse Dyke car park progress were uploaded to the Parish Council website and Facebook.
· The defibrillator at the New Inn Hill pub has been re-registered on The Circuit portal.
· The Parish Council website issues are now resolved.
· The Clerk created a new page on the website with the SAM2 data.
· Contacted Highways regarding:
· Bridge near FP3 – works are scheduled.
· Planting shrubs on Hellington Hill – spring bulbs can be planted.
· Speeding issue on Hellington Hill – no signage would be installed and the SAM2 can only be used in 30mph areas.
· Posts entering the village – works are scheduled.
· The clerk contacted the Parish Room regarding the offer of a free portrait of King’s Charles however this was declined. The Parish Room requested that a tree in the Community Orchard to be named after The King, as they felt this was more in keeping with The King’s environmental views. Councillor J Harkin proposed to approve the naming of a tree, seconded by Councillor J Rogers.
· Councillor P Francis proposed for Councillor J Harkin to attend the Flood Management conference held by CPRE in May, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
· The Parish Council agreed for Surlingham Parish Council to extend its request for volunteers for the proposed Community Film Nights to Rockland St Mary and Hellington Parishioners.
24.36.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
No update.
24.36.05 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
Councillor J Harkin confirmed that the Tree Council has approved the refund claim of £929.25 for its grant towards the Community Orchard. She will shortly use funds from the Busseys grant and will update the Parish Council in May’s meeting. Councillor J Harkin is also researching into water storage on the Orchard and arranging for volunteers to maintain the Orchard.
The Clerk is to contact Highways to advise re planting of trees on the grassed areas either side of
Broadfields Way specifically are there any utility supplies underneath that might be disrupted.
24.36.06 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
No updates on the Staithe or defibrillators.
On behalf of Councillor J Sayles, the Clerk asked the Councillors if the Parish Council could purchase some summer bulbs to plant in the Blackhorse Dyke garden area using funds from the Clean-up and Bloom grant. Councillor J Harkin proposed to approve the purchase, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
24.36.06.01 To consider quotes for maintenance on Staithe Car Park.
Subject to amending the required amount of stone to 30 tonnes Councillor P Francis proposed to award Simon’s Landscaping to complete the maintenance of Staithe Car Park, seconded by Councillor A Wright. The Parish Council will use its reserve funds to finance this.
24.36.07 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2 and Community Engagement.
The Clerk will upload the latest data once she has received it.
24.37	Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide update and to approve the RSPB heads of Terms for leasing the land.
Progress so far - Three quotations have been received for an open shelter on the corner of short dike overlooking the broad, a pre planning application has been submitted to the Broads Authority. When planning permission is received an application for funding will be submitted to the Farming in Protected Landscapes Scheme. The RSPB will remove the old hide and provide support and guidance. Copies of the design and location plans were circulated. The Council cannot approve the draft Heads of Terms and Lease as corrections and clarification of terms are required. Councillor J Rogers will make the amendments and have the soundness of the lease confirmed.
24.38	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and comment on items on the agenda before the Council make decisions.
Having seen the plans of the Bird Hide, Mr Keith Saxton asked if he could donate £500 towards the cost of the hide in memory of his late wife. Councillors were touched by his gesture and gratefully accepted the donation.
24.39	To consider a Community Grant application.
Request was for £200 to help with the running costs of providing the Warm Hub at the Barn. The Community Grants budget stands at £275. Councillor J Rogers proposed giving the whole amount as we are at the end of the financial year and there is no more call on the funds, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
24.40	To approve the conditions of the Substation Lease.
Cllr P Francis proposed to approve the Lease, seconded by Cllr A Wright. The Clerk is to respond to UK Power Networks.	
24.41	To discuss a Safety Inspection of the Community Orchard.
The Parish Council will undertake an annual risk assessment of the Community Orchard to ensure safety.
24.42	To discuss Rockland Broad Silt Curtain: Reed Island.
The Councillors voted unanimously to make the silt curtain a permanent structure. The Clerk is to respond to the Broads Authority.
24.43	To discuss The Big South Norfolk Litter Pick.
The Clerk is to contact the Parish Room for availability in April to provide refreshments after the Litter Pick. Date to be confirmed.
24.44	To consider the Agenda format.
The decision was taken to keep the agenda format as is.
24.45	Planning:
24.45.01 New applications.
24.45.01.01 2024/0467 – Proposed single storey side extension and replacement garden room.
No comments.
24.45.02 Decisions.
24.45.02.01 2023/0019 – Change of use from outbuilding to annexe – SNDC APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Noted.
24.46	Policies:
24.46.01 Biodiversity Policy.
	Councillor J Harkin proposed to approve the policy, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.47	Finance:
24.47.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 6th March 2024.
Bank Balance - £4,023.39
Bird Hide - £3,457.22
Reserves - £10,000.00
24.47.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
Councillor A Wright proposed to approve the payment schedule subject to amending the Church grant to £275, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Norfolk ALC
	14.02.24
	Biodiversity Training
	BACS
	£36.00
	£6.00
	 

	Westcotec
	20.02.24
	Spare SAM2 battery
	BACS
	£109.80
	£18.30
	 

	HMRC
	28.02.24
	PAYE
	BACS
	£13.80
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	07.03.24
	Mar expenses
	BACS
	£7.92
	£0.00
	 

	Caretaker
	07.03.24
	Feb Invoice
	BACS
	£304.50
	£0.00
	 

	Surlingham PC
	07.03.24
	Clerk Grant training
	BACS
	£13.33
	£0.00
	 

	Councillor
	07.03.24
	Throw rope holder
	BACS
	£39.46
	£6.57
	 

	Councillor
	07.08.24
	Throw Rope
	BACS
	£29.99
	£5.00
	 

	Church Council
	07.03.24
	Warm Hub grant
	BACS
	£275.00
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Bailey's of Norfolk
	14.02.24
	Trees
	BACS
	£153.60
	£25.80
	P70

	Budgen's
	14.02.24
	Card
	DC
	£1.85
	£0.31
	P71

	Greentech
	21.02.24
	Tree Shelters
	BACS
	£159.90
	£26.65
	P72

	Apples & Orchards
	21.02.24
	Trees
	BACS
	£396.00
	£0.00
	P73

	Homestead
	24.02.24
	Trees
	BACS
	£210.55
	£9.65
	P74

	Homestead
	24.02.24
	Trees
	BACS
	£149.70
	£9.65
	P75

	Minuteman Press
	01.03.24
	Deep water sign
	DC
	£12.60
	£2.10
	P77

	Clerk
	28.03.24
	Clerk Mar Salary & WFH
	SO
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Salvation Army
	28.02.24
	Jan-24
	BACS
	£51.66
	£0.00
	R23

	Clerk
	04.03.24
	PAYE to 5th March
	BACS
	£69.60
	£0.00
	R24



24.48	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
None.
24.49	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 3rd April 2024 at 7.30pm will be the Annual Parish Meeting at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:02pm.
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