


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th February 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Juliette Harkin, Anthony Wright, Jayme Forbes, John Sayles, Paul Francis
Parish Clerk				Charlotte Rust
Members of the public (MOP)	Steve Gildersleeve – Village Caretaker, Cllr V Thomson and one other. 

24.17	Welcome from the Vice-Chair.
Cllr J Norris welcomed all in attendance. The Parish Council would like to send its best wishes to Keith Saxton.
24.18	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr J Rogers sent her apologies.
24.19	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.20	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 3rd January 2024.
Cllr J Sayles proposed for Cllr J Norris to sign the minutes subject to the suggested amendments, seconded by Cllr A Wright.
24.21	Matters arising from January’s meeting.
· TPO timeframe update – The Clerk confirmed that replanting a tree must be done within a 2-year timeframe, planted by June 2025.
· SAM2 recalibration and battery – The Clerk has been speaking with Westcotec and will arrange to replace the battery and get the machine calibrated.
· Digger quotes for Staithe Car Park – Three contractors have been to visit the site and the Parish Council are waiting for quotes. 
· Community Engagement – The Parish Council will continue to improve community engagement but will defer the questionnaires for six months to focus on the Community Orchard and Blackhorse Dyke Pond.
24.22	Reports from:
24.22.01 County Councillor, Cllr K Mason-Billig.
The Clerk provided an overview of Cllr K Mason-Billig’s January and February 2024 reports which will be available in full on the website:
· Councillors accept £600 million devolution deal.
· Householders can deposit DIY waste for small projects for free at local recycling centres.
· Award-winning Adult Learning service rated 'Good' by Ofsted.
· New year, New you. Norfolk gears up for a healthy 2024.
· Multi-million-pound investment proposed to modernise Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service buildings.
· 24/7 free travel to all disabled bus pass holders in Norfolk.
· Norfolk County Council's emergency team has busiest Christmas on record.
· More than ten thousand Norfolk children benefit from mental health programme in first year.
· Focus on prevention and supporting people to live independently as council refreshes strategy for Adult Social Care.
· Smokers urged to switch to vaping as part of Public Health measures to cut tobacco use
· Norfolk's high tech agriculture industry on show for Secretary of State.
· Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service forms partnership to help people involved in serious road traffic collisions.
· Herring Bridge opening date revealed.
· £10,000 grant available to support new fathers in Norfolk. 
24.22.02 District Councillor, Cllr Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 19:57pm.
Cllr V Thomson provided an overview of his report, which will be available in full on the website:
· Result of County deal means the public voted for the next Leader of the Council in 2025.
· Bus app – This is experiencing technical issues now, but Cllr V Thomson is looking into this.
· SNDC and Broadland Local Plan – Expecting the report from the recent consultation.
· VCHAP – Results for the Reg 19. Consultation feedback are expected to be published in June 2024.
· PCC Elections – To be held on 2nd May 2024, with details of the acceptable forms of ID to bring to vote.
24.22.03 Clerk Report.
· Submitted PIP application – thank you to all Councillors for their support in preparing the application.
· No VAT claim submitted for Oct-Dec as the amount is less than £100, so will add this to Jan-Mar claim.
· Informed HMRC regarding changes to salary. Waiting for confirmation of new Tax code for 2023/24 and 2024/25 to ensure PAYE payments are correct. 
· In the process of registering the grit bin at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park.
· Budget 2024/25 on website.
· Forwarded all relevant correspondence to Councillors.
24.22.04 Cllr P Francis – Footpaths.
Cllr J Forbes proposed for Cllr P Francis and volunteers to repair the area near the bridge at Low Common to make the footpath passable, seconded by Cllr J Norris. The Clerk is to contact the Rangers to discuss the possibility of a long-term solution.
24.22.05 Cllr J Harkin – Environmental and Wildlife matters.
· Confirmed that Busseys has awarded the Parish Council with a grant to plant further trees/shrubs around the village, sites to be confirmed. Thank you to Cllr V Thomson and NCC for the support given on this application. 
· A further planting day is to be held on 24th February 2024 but on a smaller scale than the previous event. Cllr J Harkin will involve key stakeholders on this event.
· The Parish Council was overwhelmed with the level of support from parishioners on the planting day held on 3rd February, it was a fantastic turnout. All Councillors and Clerk gave their support, and a special thanks to Cllr J Harkin for organising the event.
24.22.06 Cllr J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
· Work continues at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park with Councillors meeting on 10th February to do further works. The Parish Council would like to thank the parishioners who helped clear the debris from the Car Park over the previous few weeks. The Clerk will upload pictures of the works to the website and Facebook.
· A fence post needs repairing at Staithe Car Park and SG asked for the contractor he met to include this in the quote.
· Clerk to re-register the defibrillator at the New Inn Hill pub, once the new battery has been installed.
24.22.07 Cllr J Forbes – SAM2.
Cllr J Forbes provided the data 10th January 2024 – 5th February 2024 at location Lower Road heading Northbound. Over 50% of vehicles were travelling over the 30mph speed limit. The data will be uploaded to the website.
24.23	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and comment on items on the agenda before the Council make decisions.
A parishioner raised concerns about speeding on Hellington Hill, where it is the national speed limit. A young family has just moved in and there are no footpaths to use. There is limited signage. The Clerk is to contact Highways to arrange a meeting to discuss possible solutions.
SG brought to the Parish Council’s attention that the ‘no footpath signs’ as you leave the village have been knocked over. The Clerk is to report this to Highways to repair.
24.24	To approve the Pride in Place application including match funding.
Cllr J Sayles proposed to approve the submission of the Pride in Place application, seconded by Cllr P Francis.
24.25	To discuss Green Lane Substation lease Terms and Conditions.
The lease to Network UK for the site of the transformer in Green Lane expired in February 2022. Network UK proposed a 25-year lease at a rental of £350 per annum. Councillors’ questions were rent to be backdated from 2022, rent review every 5 years in line with the Consumer Price Index, Network UK to maintain the site.
24.26	Planning:
24.26.01 2023/3616 – Erection of Garden Room – SNDC APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Noted.
24.27	Policies:
24.27.01 Biodiversity Policy.
This item is deferred until March’s meeting as Cllr J Norris is attending Biodiversity training on 9th February.
24.28	Finance:
24.28.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 7th February 2024.
Bank Account - £6,187.08
Bird Hide - £3,457.22
Reserves - £10,000.00
24.28.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the February Payment Schedule.
Cllr J Harkin proposed for the Parish Council to approve the payment schedule, seconded by Cllr A Wright. The Clean Up and Bloom funds are to be used for the hedge saplings. The Clerk is finding out what the NCC credit is as no remittance was received.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Westcotec
	15.01.24
	Post & bracket for Lower Rd
	BACS
	£296.40
	£49.40
	 

	HMRC
	05.02.24
	PAYE
	BACS
	£5.60
	£0.00
	 

	Roydon's Trust
	07.02.24
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£70.00
	£0.00
	 

	Cllr Francis
	07.02.24
	Feb expenses - Hedge saplings
	BACS
	£40.70
	£6.78
	 

	Caretaker
	07.02.24
	Jan Invoice
	BACS
	£341.25
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk 
	07.02.24
	Feb Expenses
	BACS
	£9.20
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Amazon
	04.01.24
	Printer Paper
	DC
	£21.95
	£3.66
	P56

	Greentech
	29.01.24
	Tree Support
	DC
	£164.64
	£27.44
	P60

	Bailey's of Norfolk
	31.01.24
	Woodchip
	DC
	£76.80
	£12.80
	P62

	Defib4Life
	01.02.24
	Spare battery
	DC
	£334.80
	£55.80
	 

	Clerk 
	28.02.24
	Feb salary and WFH
	SO
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	SNDC
	05.01.24
	Clean Up and Bloom grant
	BACS
	£300.00
	£0.00
	R20

	NCC
	29.01.24
	 
	BACS
	£19.02
	£0.00
	R21

	Salvation Army
	31.01.24
	Dec-23
	BACS
	£29.52
	£0.00
	R22


24.29	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Community Engagement.
Safety inspection of the Community Orchard.
Bird Hide.
Review presentation of the agendas to provide more information to the parishioners.
24.30	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 6th March at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed. Cllr J Norris gave her apologies as she is not able to attend.

The meeting closed at 20:59pm
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