


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Janet Rogers (Chair), Joanne Norris (Vice-Chair), Paul Francis, John Sayles, Jayme Forbes, Juliette Harkin, Antony Wright 
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – left at 20:00pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Three – Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker and two parishioners

26.15	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Councillor Rogers opened the meeting at 19:35pm.
26.16	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from the Clerk.
26.17	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.18	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 7th January 2026.
Councillor Francis proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.19	Matters arising from January’s meeting.
· Councillor Sayles reported on the renovation work on the church ruins. The project team had received money from Councillor Thomson towards the costs of the renovations and a board for publicity. The information board is still in its planning stage. Councillor Sayles will report on its development at a future meeting.
· Footpath 3 signs update – Norfolk Trails agreed the access onto New Inn Hill was dangerous. Signage will be put up about the road on the trail.
26.20	Reports from:
26.20.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
	None.
26.20.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report. A full version will be added to the website when the Clerk receives it:
The development behind Eel Catcher has been reduced to 15 from 25 dwellings.
26.20.03 Clerk Report.
Councillor Rogers gave an overview of the Clerk’s report:
· Contacted Highways regarding the parking situation on The Street.
· Ordered plaque for the defibrillator cabinet at the corner of Surlingham Lane and The Street.
· Drains on School Lane have been flushed.
· Dog fouling sign was put up by the brick bus stop as it wasn’t able to be put on the footpath sign near 23 The Street.
· Continued scanning digital copies of necessary documents and archive listing.
· Please can Councillors check village signs for damage, repairs, cleaning or maintenance. Steve Gildersleeve is checking/cleaning. 
· Risk Assessment for BMX bike track is overdue. Councillor Norris to action.
· Football nets ordered.
· Website/Email transfer booked for Monday 9th February. 
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
26.20.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
Nothing to report.
26.20.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve, Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and defibrillators.
Defibrillators are all okay. The one at the shop has had a second set of pads put in it.
Cabinet installation at Surlingham Lane/The Street has been delayed due to the householder doing house renovations.
Grit bins still need to be filled. 
26.20.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
Councillor Forbes has reviewed the SAM2 data. Approximately half the number of vehicles are being recorded from previous counts, which could be due to recalibration or just number of vehicles using the village as a bypass. There was less speeding during the Cityfibre road works. New Inn Hill in both directions and Rookery Hill are the main areas where speeding is a problem.
26.20.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
Successful wassail on Saturday 31st January 2026 at the Community Orchard. There were a few comments about the state of trees due to rabbits or muntjac eating the bark. A few people offered spare tree guards. Councillor Harkin requested to put a call out on the Facebook page for volunteers to provide tree guards or bark for mulch. She is also looking into funding for tree guards.
26.20.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
Bird hide group has met and are now looking to undertake maintenance on the hide rather than submit a planning application.
26.20.09 Councillor Rogers – Margaret Mack Room.
For the benefit of transparency Councillor Rogers notified the council she is using the parish council email address for communication to the Norfolk Branche of the Royal British Legion and WI. The Margaret Mack Management Committee wish to secure the hall for the future and need to obtain the agreement of both organisations before proceeding.
26.21	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
Parishioner A requested an update to the Crown Point incident as reported in January’s minutes.
Parishioner B raised an issue about the FP3 steps protruding out into the road and potential collision with oncoming vehicles particularly when large vehicles are trafficking along New Inn Hill.
Parishioner B also raised an issue about debris accumulating on New Inn Hill outside the pub.
26.22	To consider and approve the Green Lane Substation Lease with UK Power Networks.
Deferred to 4th March.
26.24	Planning: 
26.24.01 Applications
26.24.01.01 2025/3679 – 31 The Street – Single storey side and rear extension.
No comments.
26.24.02 Decisions
None.
26.25	Finance:
26.25.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 4th February 2026.
Councillor Forbes proposed for Councillor Rogers and the Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 4th February 2026, seconded by Councillor Wright.
26.25.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per February’s Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	05.02.26
	January invoice
	BACS
	£356.50
	£0.00

	Clerk
	05.02.26
	February expenses
	BACS
	£0.00
	£0.00

	
	27.02.26
	February salary and WFH
	BACS
	£494.33
	£0.00

	HMRC
	05.02.26
	NI and PAYE up to 5th March
	BACS
	£7.47
	£0.00

	Parish Room
	05.02.26
	Hall Hire (Sept 25 - Mar 26)
	BACS
	£110.00
	£0.00

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Engraving Solutions
	30.01.26
	Defib plaque
	DC
	£76.95
	£12.83

	TO NOTE INCOME

	South Norfolk District Council
	16.01.26
	Funding for St Mary's Ruins
	BACS
	£200.00
	£0.00

	RESERVES/TRANSFERS

	From Bird Hide
	09.01.26
	Genetics fee
	TRANSFER
	£55.00
	£0.00


Councillor Harkin proposed to approve February’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Francis.
26.26	Correspondence:
None.
26.27	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Lease.
Possible transfer of land owned by South Norfolk District Council to the Parish Council prior to the major changes in Council administration.
26.28	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 4th March 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20.50pm.
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