


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 4th December 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Paul Francis, Anthony Wright, Jayme Forbes
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 19:57pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Six plus Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker 

24.153	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair J Rogers welcomed all those in attendance to the meeting.
24.154	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ J Harkin and J Sayles sent their apologies.
24.155	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.156	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 6th November 2024.
Councillor J Norris proposed for the Chair to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
24.157	Matters arising from November’s meeting.
· Funding for SAM2 repairs– the council would like to thank Councillor K Mason-Billig for providing funding that will cover the full cost in 2025/26.
· Gateways for Hellington – the clerk has received confirmation that gateways will not be installed on areas that are not 30 mph.
· Highways regarding the hedge on New Inn Hill – the clerk contacted Highways who has responded that the situation is being monitored.
· Broken post at Staithe car park – Councillor J Norris will raise this at the next Poor’s Trust meeting.
24.158	Reports from:
24.158.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
The clerk gave an overview of Councillor K Mason-Billig’s report and a full version will be available on the website:
· Norfolk County Council supports Norfolk’s Family Farms
· Norfolk takes the top spot in national highways survey for second year in a row
· NorfolkWinter is here - gritters move out across the county 
· Norfolk County Council strives to resolve Norwich Western Link issue
· Accelerator fund gives boost to rural transport in Norfolk
· £1.5 million funding agreed for dentistry school
· Health and Wellbeing Partnership celebrates achievements
· Norfolk Public health encourages people to think about their drinking habits
· East Anglian counties partner with US city of Virginia Beach for mutual business and economic growth
· More on-street charging points set to be installed in Norwich
· Norfolk street lighting goes green
· Life-saving emergency services partnership in Norfolk shortlisted for award
· New poetry project launches across Norfolk libraries to celebrate Norfolk as a county of welcome
· Celebrating success and dedication at the Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service Awards
· Norfolk County Council's People from Abroad Team has won the Overall Social Worker of the Year award and gold Team of the Year award in the Children's Services category (including MDTs), after beating competition from across the country.
· Have your say on Norfolk savings proposals
· Discover the Best of Norfolk: Explore 1,500 Miles of Scenic Trails for Walking, Cycling, and Horse-Riding
24.158.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
Councillor V Thomson provided an overview of his report and a full version will be available once the clerk has received it.	
24.158.03 Clerk Report.
· Submitted recycling claim up to November 2024.
· Contacted Highways regarding Marshgate and will update them on the fallen gate.
· Community Asset application – further information sent to the team. Thank you to councillors for providing more information.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
24.158.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
No update.
24.158.05 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
The defibrillator at the New Inn pub still has no electricity to it. The clerk is to chase this up.
The silt at Blackhorse Dyke has come back with no issues, this has been forward to the farmer to confirm it is ok ready to have the dredgings put on his land. 
The fencing has been removed to allow equipment access to the pond to complete works. The council has put up some safety tape to make people aware of the pond.
Blackhorse Dyke car park will be closed from Sunday 8th December until Friday 13th December for the dredging works to be completed. The clerk will put a notice on the website and Facebook. The council apologies for any inconvenience caused.
Further funding has been secured through the Pride in Place grant for the project.
24.158.06 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2.
The data is now correct, and November’s data will be added to the website shortly.
24.158.07 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
No update.
24.158.08 Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide.
The working group are just waiting to hear back from RSPB. 
24.159	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner noted the logo was missing from the agenda and reconfirmed his offer to donate funds to the bird hide project.
A parishioner asked how the having a unitary council would affect parish councils. The council responded saying that it did not know but did not expect it to affect parish councils greatly.
24.160	To approve Internal Control Checks:
24.160.01 April – June 2024, Councillor J Norris to lead.
Councillor J Norris confirmed she had carried out the checks and everything was in order.
24.160.02 July – September 2024, Councillor J Harkin to lead.
Councillor J Harkin confirmed via email that she had carried out the checks and everything was in order.
24.161	Planning
24.161.01 New applications:
24.161.01.01 2024/2572 – Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of new dwelling with minor amendments to design of previous approval 2021/1600 – Hellington Hill.
No comments.
24.162	Finance:
24.162.01 To approve the draft budget for 2025/2026.
The council voted unanimously to approve the budget. The clerk will submit the required paperwork and add a copy of the budget to the website.
24.162.02 To receive a Statement of Account as of 4th December 2024.
Bank Account - £5,935.88
Bird Hide - £3,478.85
Reserves - £9,724.55
24.162.03 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	05.12.24
	November expenses
	BACS
	£12.20
	£0.00
	 

	
	
	November Invoice
	BACS
	£356.50
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	05.11.24
	December expenses
	BACS
	£7.92
	£0.00
	 

	
	28.12.24
	December studying hours
	BACS
	£97.38
	£0.00
	 

	Roydon's Trust
	05.12.24
	Hall Hire to Dec 2024
	BACS
	£50.00
	£0.00
	 

	HMRC
	05.12.24
	PAYE up to 5th Dec
	BACS
	£45.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Clerk
	28.12.24
	Dec Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Surlingham PC
	13.11.24
	CiLCA course
	BACS
	£95.00
	£0.00
	R20

	Salvation Army
	25.11.24
	October
	BACS
	£12.10
	£0.00
	R21

	Norfolk County Council
	25.11.24
	Recycling Claim
	BACS
	£111.96
	£0.00
	R22

	Barclays
	02.12.24
	Bird Hide Interest
	BACS
	£12.96
	£0.00
	R24

	
	
	Reserves Interest
	BACS
	£34.80
	£0.00
	R25

	Clerk
	28.12.24
	PAYE up to 5th Dec
	BACS
	£45.60
	£0.00
	 


Councillor J Norris proposed to approve the payment schedule, seconded by Councillor A Wright.
24.163	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Blackhorse Dyke project update.
SAM2 data.
24.164	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:36pm. Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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