


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6th November 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Paul Francis, John Sayles, Anthony Wright, Juliette Harkin
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson
Members of the public (MOP)	Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker 

24.138	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair J Rogers welcomed all those in attendance.
24.139	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor J Forbes sent his apologies.
24.140	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.141	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 2nd October 2024.
Councillor J Sayles proposed for the Chair to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor J Harkin.
24.142	Matters arising from October’s meeting.
Steve Gildersleeve confirmed he had raked Staithe Car Park.
24.143	Reports from:
24.143.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
None.
24.143.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
Councillor V Thomson gave an overview of his report, a full version will be available when it is received.
The housing targets have been pushed back for 3 months due to the number of comments.
24.143.03 Clerk Report.
The clerk gave an overview of her report:
· SAM2 is fully repaired. She has contacted Councillor K Mason-Billing requesting funding towards costs and is waiting for a response.
· Substation Lease – no update following confirmation of the site visit.
· Hellington Gateways – Highways are now saying gateways are for 30 mph zones only. The clerk has sent a copy of an email to Highways which contradicts this information and is waiting for a response.
· Works scheduled to jet the blocked drain on School Lane. Steve Gildersleeve confirmed works had already started.
· Star Pubs (who own The New Inn Hill pub) has been contacted to restore the power to the defibrillator which should be soon. Steve Gildersleeve confirmed the power had not been restored at the time of the meeting and the clerk is follow up on this.
· Footpath notice reminding landowners of their responsibilities was put on Facebook.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
· She submitted her first CiLCA module and passed.

24.143.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
Steve Gildersleeve mentioned who owns the land near Marsh Gate. The clerk will contact Highways regarding repairing the posts.
Councillor J Rogers asked the clerk to contact Highways vehicles are driving in the middle of the road as the hedge on the left side coming up New Inn Hill is overgrown and is causing damage to vehicles broken wing mirrors etc. The clerk to action.
24.143.05 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
Councillor J Norris is to contact the Poor’s Trust regarding the broken post at Staithe Car Park and report back to the council.
24.143.06 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2.
None.
24.143.07 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
Councillor J Harkin is coordinating with the church to organise an Orchard Wassail, Saturday January 11th at 3:30pm, meeting at Green Lane Car Park. Details to follow nearer time.
There is a grant for a community composting device, for parishioners to pop their food waste into. Full details available at https://www.ridan.co.uk/our-composters/buy-a-ridan-food-waste-composter/.
Met with neighbouring parish councillors working on biodiversity suggested trying to promote regular related events in villages, Councillor J Harkin will pull the information together to send to the clerk.
24.143.08 Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide.
None.
24.144	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
None.
24.145	To note the school crossing patrol email – Councillor J Rogers to lead.
Councillor J Rogers contacted Norfolk Fire and Rescue to see whether Rockland qualified for this service. Councillor V Thomson had arranged for a full assessment to be conducted earlier this year, but Rockland did not meet the criteria to qualify.
24.146	To discuss and approve quotes for Blackhorse Dyke works.
Councillor J Rogers proposed to ask the contractor to arrange the required testing for the silt, councillors voted 6 – FOR and 0 – AGAINST.
Councillor J Rogers proposed to approve John Service’s quote for the pond dredging, seconded by Councillor J Norris. 
Councillor J Rogers will ask John to look at the Willow tree at the pond as it has Honey Fungus and ask for his recommendation.
Councillor Rogers to confirm with the agronomist silt tests required, the contractor to collect sample, and book the dredging work to commence 9 December 2024. The clerk is to arrange the installation of the pond dipping platform to commence 16th December.
24.147	To note the Play Area inspection report.
All councillors noted the report. Steve Gildersleeve will replace the post on the dog bin at the play area.
24.148	Correspondence: 
24.148.01 Norfolk ALC letter regarding the County Officer.
All councillors noted the correspondence, and the clerk will keep them updated.
24.149	Planning
24.149.01 New applications:
24.149.01.01 2024/3202 – Single storey rear extension – The Cottage.
No comments.
24.150	Finance:
24.150.01 To discuss the draft budget for 2025/2026.
The clerk is to confirm certain figures, and the budget will be agreed at December’s meeting.
24.150.02 To receive a Statement of Account as of 6th November 2024.
Bank Account - £7,655.26
Bird Hide - £3,465.89
Reserves - £9,689.75
24.150.03 To approve the Clerk’s salary in line with The Local Government Association’s salary scale for 2024/25 and sign letter amending the salary standing order.
Councillor P Francis proposed to approve the clerk’s salary and sign the letter, seconded by Councillor J Harkin.
24.150.04 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the November Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	07.11.24
	October Invoice
	BACS
	£379.50
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	07.11.24
	November expenses
	BACS
	£22.23
	£0.00
	 

	
	28.11.24
	Studying hours
	BACS
	£77.90
	£0.00
	 

	
	07.11.24
	Back dated salary
	BACS
	£130.57
	£0.00
	 

	David Bracey
	21.10.24
	Play Area inspection 2024
	BACS
	£126.00
	£21.00
	 

	Yare Valley Tree Surgeons
	23.10.24
	Tree works at Blackhorse Dyke
	BACS
	£800.00
	£0.00
	 

	Westcotec
	28.10.24
	SAM2 (amount different from Oct schedule)
	BACS
	£1,213.20
	£202.20
	 

	HMRC
	07.11.24
	PAYE to 05.11.24
	BACS
	£20.20
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Land Registry
	03.10.24
	Deed for Community Asset 
	DC
	£3.00
	£0.00
	P39

	Safety Sign Warehouse
	11.10.24
	Car Park closed sign
	DC
	£36.54
	£6.09
	P48

	ICO
	17.11.24
	GDPR annual fee
	DD
	£35.00
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	28.11.24
	Nov Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Salvation Army
	29.10.24
	September
	BACS
	£11.64
	£0.00
	R18

	Clerk
	01.12.24
	PAYE to 5.11.24
	BACS
	£20.20
	£0.00
	 


Councillor J Harkin proposed to approve the payment schedule, seconded by Councillor P Francis.
24.151	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
· Budget
· Internal Control Checks
24.152	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 4th December 2024 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:14pm.
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