


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8th October 2026 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Janet Rogers (Chair), Paul Francis, Jayme Forbes,  Antony Wright, Juliette Harkin, John Sayles
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson - left at 19:58pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Two – Charlotte Rust; Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve 

26.116	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:32pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
26.117	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor Norris sent her apologies.
26.118	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.119	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 2nd September 2026.
Councillor Francis proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes of 2nd September 2026, seconded by Councillor Harkin.
26.120	Matters arising from September’s meeting.
Matters Arising
Car park sign for Blackhorse Dyke – thank you to Steve Gildersleeve for putting this up.
Update on 23 The Street - no update at the moment. The Clerk will continue to request an update.
Thanks to Councillor Francis for installing and fixing the fence at Green Lane Playing Field.
South Norfolk District Council land transfer – Remove from Matter’s Arising until some update received.
Dog fouling at the Church – the Parochial Church Council will place signs at the churchyard entrances asking visitors to keep their dogs on leads and clear up after them.
FP5 – the Clerk received further correspondence regarding the width of FP5 and will contact the landowner requesting the footpath made wider.
Rubbish at Blackhorse Dyke Car Park - thank you to Councillor Francis who has removed the rubbish.
26.121	Reports from:
26.121.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
26.121.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report; a full version will be available on the website:
· Funding has been granted to the Margaret Mack Room for new furniture.
· First tranche of the food waste bins has been successful.
· National Planning Policy Framework has been published and comes into immediate effect.
· The planning application for the Data Centre has been submitted.
	Councillor Forbes asked about VCHAPS, further information is due December 2026. He also asked 	about what was happening with the Unitary Council however this is hold and any updates will be 	cascaded down. 
26.121.03 Clerk Report.
· Requested copy of signed defibrillator MOU from homeowner, he has requested the Clerk send it again for him to sign. The new location was posted on Facebook.
· Litter Pick 2026 £25 payment to school has been made.
· Additional gravel ordered for Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and booked in for 19th October 2026.
· Raised faded school sign with Norfolk County Council - this will be replaced.
· Scheduled Councillor training for Community Climate Change and Mapping Software.
· Replacement play area sign – chasing Minuteman Press for an update.
· Continued archiving and cataloguing Parish Council documents.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
26.121.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
None.
26.121.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve, Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and 	defibrillators.
The defibrillator at the Post Office was returned unused. It is user ready.
		A working party has been arranged on Sunday 22nd November to clear the bank covered in thistle.
26.121.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
No data to present.
26.121.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
A working party has been arranged to tidy the Community Orchard on Sunday 15th November, 9-	12pm.
The Clerk is to contact the neighbouring landowner to see if he would swap an empty 1000l water 	tank for a full one.
26.121.07.01 To discuss and resolve the wild rabbit issue at Green Lane Playing Field.
Councillor Harkin proposed to accept the parishioners assistance culling the wild rabbits, 	seconded by Councillor Rogers. Councillors voted, by show of hands, 4 - FOR and 2 - 		AGAINST.
N.B. The Clerk has received 3 emails from Councillors wishing to revoke this decision 		following the meeting before the minutes were published. In accordance with the Council's 	Standing Orders, section 7a: A resolution shall not be reversed within six months except 		either by a special motion, which requires written notice by at least two councillors to be 	given to the Proper Officer, this item will be discussed at Novembers meeting.
The Clerk will contact the parishioner advising him of the discussion.
26.121.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
The Bird Hide Working Group is hopeful it will receive a Letter of Intent form the RSPB confirming 	permission to replace the Bird Hide by the end of October. The Clerk is to contact the Farmers in 	Protected Landscapes Officer to ask if this letter can be sent shortly after the application submission 	as not 	to miss the next round of funds.
26.122	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
None.
26.123	To consider applications and appoint a Trustee for the Poor’s Trust vacancy.
Councillor Francis proposed to appoint Jackie Robinson as Trustee, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.124	Play Area:
26.124.01 To receive an update on the Play Area consultation.
The consultation launched 1st October, paper copies given to Margaret Mack Room and Post Office. 	Emailed Mrs Boag, Headteacher, and Councillor Forbes to arrange a time to complete school 		questionnaire.
The Clerk is to look into a QR code for the questionnaire to put up throughout the village.
26.124.02 To consider and sign Cozen's Hardy's Terms of Business in relation to the first 		registration of Green Lane Playing Field.
Councillor Wright proposed for the Clerk to sign the Terms of Business, seconded by Councillor 		Harkin.
26.124.03 To consider and approve Green Lane Land Valuation quotes. 
The Clerk obtained quoted from:
Arnold Keys - Full report £950+VAT and expenses or letter report £750.+VAT and expenses
Brown & Co - Full report £1000+VAT
O A Chapman - Full report £500+VAT
Councillor Francis proposed to approve O A Chapman's quote, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.125	To discuss Community Engagement – led by Councillor Forbes.
This item is deferred until Decembers meeting.
26.126	Grant Funding:
26.126.01 To retrospectively approve the Nature Conservation Fund application for the 		Community Orchard. 
Councillor Harkin proposed to approve the Nature Conservation Fund application, seconded by 		Councillor Forbes.
26.126.02 To approve the Farmers in Protected Landscapes grant application for the Bird Hide 		Restoration.
Councillor Forbes proposed to approve and submit the Farmers in Protected Landscapes application 	for the Bird Hide, seconded by Councillor Wright.
26.127	Planning: None at time of publication.
Noted.
26.128	Finance:
26.128.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 7th October 2026.
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Councillor Sayles proposed for the Chair and Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank 		Reconciliation dated 7th October, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
26.128.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per October’s Payment Schedule.	
	FOR APPROVAL

	
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	08.10.26
	September Invoice
	BACS
	£414.38
	£0.00

	Clerk
	08.10.26
	October expenses
	BACS
	£9.68
	£0.00

	
	08.10.26
	October salary and WFH 
	BACS
	£501.62
	£0.00

	HMRC
	03.09.26
	Employer NI and Employee PAYE up to 5th November
	BACS
	£17.99
	£0.00

	South Norfolk
	01.10.26
	Dog bins 2026/27
	BACS
	£1,603.80
	£267.30

	Councillor Rogers
	08.10.26
	Land and registry search - Bird Hide
	BACS
	£7.00
	£0.00

	Councillor Francis
	08.10.26
	Green Lane fence supplies
	BACS
	£58.45
	£8.49

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Your parking sign
	24.09.26
	Post, clips and parking sign for BHD 
	DC
	£138.30
	£23.05

	SLCC
	25.09.26
	Cllr Rogers National Planning Policy training
	DC
	£70.20
	£11.70

	
	
	Cllr Sayles Transfer of Assets training
	DC
	£105.30
	£17.55

	Microsoft 365
	18.09.26
	One drive subscription
	DC
	£84.99
	£14.16

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Surlingham PC
	09.09.26
	Shared clerk training costs
	BACS
	£28.00
	£0.00

	Barclays
	07.09.26
	Interest Bird Hide
	BACS
	£10.56
	£0.00

	
	
	Interest Reserves
	BACS
	£33.81
	£0.00

	Microsoft 365
	01.10.26
	Subscription refund
	BACS
	£84.99
	£14.16

	South Norfolk
	02.10.26
	Precept 2
	BACS
	£9,500.00
	£0.00


	Councillor Wright proposed to approve October's Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor 		Forbes.
26.129	Correspondence: None at time of publication.
Noted
26.130	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Internal Control Checks.
Play Area.
26.131	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 4th November 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The public section of the meeting closed at 21:06pm.

26.132	Resolution to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
26.132.01 To discuss and approve the clerk’s appraisal, pay scale increase, contract amendments 	and request for the Parish Council to make voluntary Pension contributions.
Councillor unanimously voted to approve the clerk's appraisal, salary increase to SCP20, contract 	amendments and to make voluntary Employer Pension contributions.

The meeting closed at 21:30pm.
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