


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd January 2024 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Juliette Harkin, Anthony Wright, Jayme Forbes, John Sayles, Paul Francis
Parish Clerk				Charlotte Rust
Members of the public (MOP)	Steve Gildersleeve – Village Caretaker and one other.

24.01	Welcome from the Chair.
Cllr J Rogers welcomed all to the meeting and wished them a Happy New year.
24.02	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr V Thomson, District Councillor sent his apologies.
24.03	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
24.04	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 6th December 2023.
Cllr P Francis proposed for Cllr J Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Cllr J Forbes.
24.05	Matters arising from December’s meeting:
24.05.01 Community engagement.
Cllr J Forbes is to forward on example questionnaires for the Parish Council to review and discuss at February’s meeting.
24.05.02 TPO 2023/1467 timeframe.
The Clerk has contacted the relevant team and will provide an update to the Parish Council when she has received one.
24.05.03 Defibrillator email.
The Clerk confirmed that only one email can be used.
24.05.04 Posts on Star Lane and Marsh Gate.
The Clerk raised these with Highways and is waiting for a response on Marsh Gate. Cllr A Wright confirmed that the post on Star Lane had been rectified.
24.06	Reports from:
24.06.01 District Councillor, Cllr Vic Thomson.
This will be uploaded to the Parish Council website when it is received.
24.06.02 Clerk Report.
The Clerk provided an overview of her report:
· Website  - The new site should be live within the next few days.
· Submitted Precept
· Pride in Place Grant – The application is in progress and will be submitted shortly.
· Facebook post on the locations of the grit bins within the village.
· Green Lane Substation – UK Power is finding legal documentation and liaising with their engineers to arrange an inspection.
· Forward all relevant correspondence to Councillors.
24.06.03 Cllr P Francis – Footpaths. Nothing to report.
4.06.04 Cllr J Harkin – Environmental and Wildlife matters.
The Parish Council has been successful in its application for funding from The Tree Council. Cllr J Harkin and Cllr A Wright will organise an Orchard Planting Day and work with local stakeholders to engage with the community. The orchard will comprise of 25 trees, including fruit, nut, and non-native species. Cllr J Rogers thanked Cllr J Harkin and Cllr A Wright for their efforts.  Due to the optimum planting time, the trees will be purchased by the Council, and reimbursed when the grant is received. Cllr P Francis proposed to approve the purchase of trees for the orchard totalling £984.57, seconded by Cllr J Sayles
24.06.05 Cllr J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
The Village Caretaker repaired the hole near the entrance of Blackhorse Dyke Car Park.
Cllrs are meeting this month to cut back some of the foliage around the pond behind the car park.
The Clerk is to research quotes for maintenance work to Staithe Car Park.
24.06.06 Cllr J Forbes – SAM2.
Cllr J Forbes provided figures from the SAM2 during December-January. These figures will be added to the website once it is live.
The Clerk is to contact Westcotec to arrange a recalibration of the SAM2.
24.07	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and comment on items on the agenda before the Council make decisions. 
None.
24.08	To review Pride in Place application.
The Clerk will forward this to all Cllrs once it is in a suitable format.
24.09	To approve the Caretakers agreement.
Cllr J Norris proposed to approve the Caretaker’s agreement subject to the mentioned amendments, seconded by Cllr P Francis.
24.10	To appoint new a trustee to the Poor Trust.
Cllr A Wright proposed to appoint Dean King as the new trustee for the Poor Trust, seconded by Cllr J Sayles.
24.11	Planning:
24.11.01 2023/3616 – Erection of garden room. – No comments.
24.12	Policies:
24.12.01 Biodiversity Policy. - This item is deferred until February’s meeting.
24.13	Finance:
24.13.01 To approve Clerks back pay for December.
Cllr J Norris proposed to approve the Clerk’s back pay, seconded by Cllr J Harkin.
24.13.02 To approve signing a letter amending the Standing Order amount to reflect Clerk’s agreed salary increase.
Cllr J Harkin proposed to approve the signing of the letter, seconded by Cllr J Sayles.
24.13.03 To receive a Statement of Account as of 3rd January 2024.
Bank Account - £7,334.06
Bide Hide - £3,457.22
Reserves - £10,000.00




24.13.04 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the January Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Norfolk ALC
	12.12.23
	Cllr Training
	BACS
	£72.00
	£12.00
	 

	Caretaker
	04.01.24
	Dec Invoice
	BACS
	£341.25
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk 
	04.01.24
	Expenses
	BACS
	£46.48
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Minuteman Press
	07.12.23
	Staithe sign
	DC
	£21.60
	£3.60
	P50

	Post Office
	08.12.23
	Postage for mandate
	DC
	£3.45
	£0.00
	P54

	Clerk
	28.12.23
	Dec Salary and WFH
	SO
	£395.88
	£0.00
	P55

	Clerk
	29.01.24
	Jan salary and WFH
	SO
	£437.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Salvation Army
	21.12.23
	Nov-23
	BACS
	£32.94
	£0.00
	R19


24.14	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Community engagement.
Biodiversity Policy.
Bird Hide update.
24.15	Parishioners final word.
A parishioner wishes the Parish Council a Happy New Year.
24.16	To confirm next meeting is on Wednesday 7th February 2024 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:42pm
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