


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th January 2026 in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Janet Rogers (Chair), Joanne Norris (Vice-Chair), Paul Francis, John Sayles, Jayme Forbes 
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – left at 20:10pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Two – Charlotte Rust; Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve; Caretaker

26.01	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:32pm and wished all those in attendance a Happy New Year.
26.02	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ Harkin and Wright gave their apologies.
26.03	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.04	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 3rd December 2025.
Councillor Francis proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Norris.
26.05	Matters arising from December’s meeting.
· St Margaret’s ruins – thank you to Councillor Thomson for granting the council £200 of his Ward fund for this project.
· Crown Point Estate meeting on 18th December – Councillor Rogers and the Clerk met with the Farm Manager and Secretary of Crown Point Estate to discuss the issue of the difficulty of negotiating a combine harvester along The Street with a high number of parked cars due to the school play. A parishioner expressed his frustration with the farm vehicles driving over and damaging the verge. 
Outcome
· Crown Point Estate said there should not be a problem going forward as the harvest will be August and the school will be closed.
· When moving machinery through the village they will avoid school drop off and pick up times.
· They will notify the school and ask them to explain to the parents if there is likely to be a clash.
· Additionally, they will notify the Parish Clerk and she will post the details on the village Facebook page.
· The clerk is to ask Highways to come out and see if there is anything that can be done regarding the parking situation.
· Defibrillator cabinet – the council received a total of £525 of donations, thank you to all those who donated. The clerk will order a plaque with all donors listed to be put up next to the cabinet.
· Grit bin on Broadfields Way – the Caretaker uncompacted the grit bin, which is now empty following the recent cold weather. Councillor Thomson confirmed that Norfolk County Council is currently replenishing grit bins across the county.
· Rockland St Mary Footpath 3 – Norfolk Trails team has confirmed that they will install warning signs along the road and near the gate entrance to warn members of the public of walkers and the drop to the road.
· Drains on School Lane to be flushed – works are scheduled but had not been completed at the time of the meeting. The clerk is to follow up.
26.06	Reports from:
26.06.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
	None.
26.06.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report regarding the upcoming elections over the next couple of years, a full copy with be made available of the website once the clerk receives it.
26.06.03 Clerk Report.
The clerk gave an overview of her report:
· Completed admin housekeeping during the quieter period.
· Continued scanning digital copies of necessary documents and archive listing.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
26.06.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
Councillor Francis confirmed that the road in Low Common near Journey’s End had been resurfaced. The clerk confirmed there was £537.44 CIL funds available for Hellington.
26.06.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve, Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke Car Park and defibrillators.
The defibrillator at the Post Office is Emergency Ready as it had been put back incorrectly.
26.06.05.01 Complete Blackhorse Dyke Car Park project.
The council will arrange a working party nearer April 2026 to install a permanent fence.
26.06.05.02 To approve the Memorandum of Understanding for the defibrillator being installed on a parishioner’s property near Surlingham Lane.
Councillor Norris proposed to approve the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) subject to the following amendments:
Amend the MOU review from annual to 5-yearly.
Correct the typographical error in section 3.
Seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.06.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
Councillor Forbes is collating the data from recent months and will provide an overview shortly.
26.06.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
Wassail Saturday 31st January 2026 at 15:30pm in the Community Orchard.
Brings your own drinks, cups and snacks.
The Wassail will go ahead whatever the weather, please dress warmly.
We will bless and sing to stir the trees, so please bring something to make a noise with.
We will hang slices of bread on the trees as per Wassail tradition.
26.06.07.01 Discuss fencing at the Community Orchard.
This item is deferred until February’s meeting.
26.06.08 Councillor Norris – Bird Hide.
Unfortunately, the planning application has been rejected however the Project Manager is liaising with relevant stakeholders to prepare a revised application.
26.07	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
The council would like to thank Steve Gildresleeve for gritting School Lane.
26.08	To consider the Local government Reorganisation consultation questionnaire from Norfolk Association of Local Councils.
Councillors voted unanimously, by show of hands, to submit a response to the questionnaire and a preference to a one unitary council.
26.09	To consider and approve the Green Lane Substation Lease with UK Power Networks.
This item is deferred until February’s meeting.
26.10	Planning: 
26.10.01 Applications
26.10.01.01 2025/3896 – 35 The Street – Single storey carport extension to side, pitched roofs to replace flat roofs with an increased overhang to the front, external cladding to some walls and conversion of part garage.
No comments.
26.10.02 Decisions
26.10.02.01 2024/2572 – Store – Hellington Hill - Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of new dwelling with minor amendments to design of previous approval 2021/1600; SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS.
Noted.
26.11	Finance:
26.11.01 To receive a Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Account as of 7th January 2026.
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Councillor Sayles proposed for Councillor Rogers and the Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 7th January 2026, seconded by Councillor Forbes.




26.11.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per December’s Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	08.01.26
	December invoice
	BACS
	£304.75
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	08.01.26
	January expenses
	BACS
	£6.48
	£0.00
	 

	
	27.01.26
	January salary and WFH
	BACS
	£494.33
	£0.00
	 

	HMRC
	01.01.26
	NI and PAYE up to 5th February
	BACS
	£7.47
	£0.00
	 

	Wild Wings Ecology
	08.01.26
	Ecotype Genetics Fees
	BACS
	£66.00
	£11.00
	 

	Surlingham PC
	08.01.26
	Council Training 21.01.26
	BACS
	93.87
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	David Bracey
	10.12.25
	Play Area Inspection
	BACS
	£132.00
	£22.00
	P60

	Post Office
	15.12.25
	Stamps
	DC
	£13.60
	£0.00
	P65

	TO NOTE INCOME

	N Pike 
	03.12.25
	Defibrillator cabinet
	BACS
	£50.00
	£0.00
	R30

	P Flynn
	05.12.25
	
	
	£50.00
	£0.00
	R31

	Arena Illustration
	08.12.25
	
	
	£100.00
	£0.00
	R32

	Harper Carpentry
	09.12.25
	
	
	£50.00
	£0.00
	R35

	Dr J Norris
	10.12.25
	
	
	£50.00
	£0.00
	R36

	Barclays
	08.12.25
	Interest Reserves
	BACS
	£28.75
	£0.00
	R33

	
	
	Interest Bird Hide
	BACS
	£11.83
	£0.00
	R34

	Salvation Army
	30.12.25
	Clothing Bank
	BACS
	£11.12
	£0.00
	R37


Councillor Norris proposed to approve December’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
26.12	Correspondence:
26.12.01 Dog fouling sign outside of 23 The Street.
A parishioner is unhappy with the location of the dog fouling sign. The Clerk offered to relocate the sign to the telegraph pole near the fence however the sign cannot be attached. The sign will be relocated on the Footpath sign.
26.13	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Fencing at the Community Orchard.
Substation Lease.
26.14	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:51pm
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Balance per bank statements as at  07/01/2026

Barclays Current Account 6,033.63 £           

Reserves 9,857.95 £           

Bird Hide 4,065.90 £           

19,957.48 £    

Less: Unpresented

Payments £0.00

- £              

Net balances at  07/01/2026 19,957.48 £    

Cashbook

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - General Account 1,322.06 £      

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - Reserves 7,645.29 £      

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - Bird Hide 3,491.16 £      

BALANCE TOTAL 12,458.51 £    

Add: Bank Account Receipts 23,436.49 £    

Add: Reserves Receipts 2,967.66 £      

Add: Bird Hide Receipts 574.74 £        

Less: Bank Account Payments  18,724.92 £    

Less: Reserves Payments 755.00 £        

Less: Bird Hide Payments - £              

Closing Balance 07/01/2026 19,957.48 £    

- £              


