


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd July 2025 in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Anthony Wright, John Sayles, Paul Francis, Jayme Forbes
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – left the meeting at 20:06pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Four - Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk, Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker and two parishioners

25.87	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:30pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
25.88	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor Harkin sent her apologies.
25.89	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
Councillor Norris declared an interest in item 10 (minute 25.96) and had provided a written request to the Proper Officer requesting dispensation to participate in discussion and vote on the item, in line with the council’s Standing Orders, s13f.
25.90	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 4th June 2025.
Councillor Francis proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.91	Matters arising from June’s meeting.
Ben Goldsborough MP follow up email, he had contacted Star Pubs, the brewery that owns New Inn, and asked for clarity on the current state of play with this building. Also, he has written to the Broads Authority and explained the situation of the Bird Hide, seeking further clarity on planning requirements and if they are aware of any revenue streams or grants that may be available. On behalf of the council, he contacted the Commons Library Team to ask them to research any available funds or grants that may be applicable. 
Defibrillator new location – no further update at present.
25.92	Reports from:
25.92.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
The clerk gave an overview of the report. A full copy will be available on the website:
· One council for Norfolk is best for residents and services - A new report from Norfolk County Council shows that replacing the county’s eight existing councils with a single unitary authority could save £36.2 million annually, enough to repay the £33.7 million setup cost within just one year.
· Norfolk County Council Approves £500k Community Fund to Boost Local Projects
· Norfolk County Council issues over £685,000 in fines for non-compliant road works
· New Support Package Launched for Norfolk’s Rural High Streets - Norfolk County Council has launched a new support package to boost rural high streets, with 100 businesses across eight pilot towns set to join a new Retail Excellence programme this summer and winter. For more information, visit the High Streets Matter webpages. or email nhsm@norfolk.gov.uk.

· New Campaign Helps Older Drivers Stay Safe Behind the Wheel - Norfolk County Council has launched a new campaign Drive Safe to help older drivers stay confident and safe on the road for longer. More than 2,000 people have already accessed the new resources since the launch in April. Visit http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/drivesafe to learn more.
· Norfolk Fire and Rescue Delivers Record Number of Home Safety Visits - Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service has completed a record 8,164 Home Fire Safety Visits between April 2024 and April 2025, a 139% increase on the previous year. To refer someone for a Home Fire Safety Visit, visit: http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/firesafetycheck 
· New Support for Norfolk Parent Carers Through Council and Charity Partnership - Norfolk County Council has partnered with national charity Kids to enhance support for parents caring for children with disabilities or additional needs. To learn more or request support, visit the parent carer needs assessment page. 
· Norfolk County Council to Host Free Electric Vehicle Showcase in Norwich - Norfolk County Council is inviting residents and businesses to explore the future of transport at Travel Norfolk, Travel Electric, a free event celebrating electric vehicles (EVs), taking place at The Forum, Norwich, on Friday 18th July.
· Single-Use Vapes to Be Banned in Norfolk from 1st June - From Sunday 1st June, it was illegal to sell or supply single-use vapes in Norfolk, as new national regulations came into force.
25.92.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson provided an overview of his report. A full version will be available on the website:
25.92.03 Clerk Report.
· Submitted AGAR 2024/2026 paperwork and is available on the website. PKF Littlejohn will be in contact when external audit has been completed. 
· Emailed CEO of UK Power Networks to submit the compliant regarding the arrears on the substation at Green Lane and delays in providing a new lease. The clerk obtained a quote from Birketts to act on behalf of the council at cost of £2,000-£2,500+VAT. The council will reach out to a member of the public who may be able to assist as the costs are too high. The clerk is to chase for a copy of the revised lease.
· 2022/1773 planning breach update. 02/07 – South Norfolk District Council Enforcement Team has confirmed the property has breached conditions 11 and 15 and will be contacting the developer not to continue with works until the conditions are corrected. 
· Reported footpath near New Inn Hill to Highways.
· Response received from KonnectBus, the Customer Service Team will feed the council’s comments regarding how bicycles could be accommodated on buses back to the depot management team.
· Parish Partnership 26/27
· Bark for Green Lane Play Area – Councillor Sayles proposed to purchase woodchip due to the shortage of bark at a cost of £145+VAT, seconded by Councillor Francis.
· Confirmed Community Orchard covered within insurance. The clerk will liaise with Councillors’ Harkin and Norris to implement an annual Risk Assessment.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
· SLCC conference – The clerk attended the conference in June.
· Councillor Norris proposed to amend the clerk’s holiday to last week of July to the third week of August due to the council moving its meetings to the first Wednesday of the month, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
25.92.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
The paths at Hellington Reserve are clear.
25.92.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
Defibrillators are all ok and nothing to report on Staithe Car Park.
25.92.05.01 Blackhorse Dyke project update. 
Councillors have arranged a working party to clear the vegetation and finalise a plan regarding the fence on Sunday 6th July at 10am.
The contractor has advised the paper bank is to be removed. The income from the clothing bank, currently approximately £4 per month makes it no longer viable. Removal of both banks will ease congestion in the car park and enable the fence to be repaired. Councillor Francis proposed to remove the Salvation Army Clothing bank, seconded by Councillor Wright.
25.92.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
The roadworks within the parishes has influenced the speed traffic. The clerk will publish the data once she has received it.
25.92.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
None.
25.92.08 Councillor Rogers – Bird Hide.
The working group is meeting after the council meeting on 2nd July 2025 to provide an
update. The group may have found a someone who will project manage the bird hide replacement.
RSPB Rural Surveyor has been extremely helpful and will continue to support the working group with any queries they may have.
25.93	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner would like to see a flagpole erected in the village.
A parishioner would like the council to allow the Village Pantry to be located at Blackhorse Dyke. Please see minute 25.94.
25.94	To discuss Village Pantry.
Councillor Rogers proposed for the village pantry to be collected from Teles Patisserie and relocate it to Blackhorse Dyke Car Park, seconded by Councillor Sayles. The council would like to extend its thanks to Debbie Sayles for volunteering to monitor the pantry.
25.95	Resolution to adopt General Power of Competence (GPC) in compliance with the Localism Act 2011.
Councillor Wright proposed for the parish council to adopt the General Power of Competence, confirming its eligibility as the clerk obtained her CiLCA qualification, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.96	To discuss Staithe Car Park lease renewal.
The Proper Officer confirmed that she had received a written request for dispensation from Councillor Norris, in line with the council’s Standing Orders s13, d and f. Councillor Norris was granted dispensation to participate in discussion and vote on this item, in accordance with the council’s Standing Orders s13,hii – person’s living in the council’s area.
In 2018 the parish council entered a 7-year lease agreement with the Poor’s Trust to rent and maintain Staithe Car Park. During this period the council has spent £12,000 as part of the agreement.
Joanne Norris, Trustee to the Poor’s Trust mentioned the Poor’s Trust was willing to negotiate a reduced rate on the lease with a 50/50 split. Councillor Francis proposed the clerk email the Poors Trust on behalf of the parish council proposing the following, seconded by Councillor Forbes:
· An annual voluntary contribution towards the Staithe Car Park of £350p.a fixed for 5 years, with the understanding it remains an amenity for parishioners of Rockland St Mary and Hellington to use as well as for those who use it for the allotments and mooring.
· Contribution is reviewed every 5 years.
· All maintenance is managed by the Poor’s Trust.
· The council will continue to cover the cost of emptying the two dog bins at a cost of £200p.a.
25.97	Policies:
25.97.01 General Reserves.
Councillor Rogers proposed to approve the policy, and the council has 6 months net expenditure as general reserves, currently £8,550, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
25.97.02 IT.
Councillor Rogers proposed to approve the policy, seconded by Councillor Wright.
25.97.03 Grievance.
Councillor Rogers proposed to approve the policy and appoint the Chair of the council as the Hearing Manager and councillors making the Appeal Panel, except the councillor who the grievance has been made against, seconded by Councillor Francis.
25.98	Planning: None at the time of publication.
Noted.
25.99	Finance:
25.99.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 2nd July 2025.
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Councillor Norris proposed for the Chair and Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 2nd July 2025, seconded by Councillor Sayles.


25.99.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	03.07.25
	June invoice
	BACS
	£414.00
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	03.07.25
	July expenses
	BACS
	£10.09
	£0.00
	 

	HMRC
	03.07.25
	NI up to 5th July
	BACS
	-£6.60
	£0.00
	 

	
	
	PAYE up to 5th July
	
	£2.89
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Roydon Trust
	27.06.25
	VE Day Grant
	BACS
	£300.00
	£0.00
	P25

	Clerk
	28.07.25
	July Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	28.08.25
	August Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Parochial Church Council
	09.06.25
	Grass Cutting 25/26
	CHQ
	£125.00
	£0.00
	R12

	Clerk
	30.07.25
	PAYE up to 5th July
	BACS
	-£6.60
	£0.00
	 

	Norfolk County Council
	30.06.25
	SAM2 repair fund
	BACS
	£1,011.00
	£0.00
	R13

	RESERVES/TRANSFERS

	To Reserves
	02.07.25
	SAM2 repair fund
	TRANS
	£1,011.00
	£0.00
	 


Councillor Norris proposed to approve July’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
25.100	Correspondence:
25.100.01 Emptying of paper recycling bin.
The clerk has responded to the parishioner clarifying that M. W. White will be collecting the paper bin within the next 3 months as it is no longer financially feasible for them to continue.
25.100.02 Overgrown vegetation near BMX track at Green Lane Playing Field.
The caretaker confirmed he had cut back the vegetation on 2nd June 2025 to a suitable length.
25.101	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Staithe Lease.
Bird Hide.
25.102	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:29pm.
2							
	SIGNED:	DATE: 2nd July 2025
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