


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Anthony Wright, John Sayles, Paul Francis, Juliette Harkin	
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	None
Members of the public (MOP)	Two - Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker 

25.55	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:36pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
25.56	To elect Chair/Vice Chair and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office(s).
Councillor Francis proposed to elect Councillor Rogers as Chair, seconded by Councillor Harkin.
Councillor Francis proposed to elect Councillor Norris as Vice-Chair, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
All councillors were in unanimous agreement. The Proper Officer received sign copies of Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Councillor’ Rogers and Norris.
25.57	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ Forbes and Thomson gave their apologies.
25.58	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
25.59	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 5th March and 2nd April 2025.
Councillor Norris proposed for the Chair to sign the approved March minutes, seconded by Councillor Francis.
Councillor Sayles proposed for the Chair to sign the approved April minutes, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.60	Matters arising from March and April’s meeting.
· Substation Lease – inspection and measuring of the site is still outstanding. The clerk is chasing UK Power Networks.
· Meeting with Ben Goldsborough – this is booked for 9th May to discuss the restoration of the bird hide and The Wherrymans Way footpath.
· Defibrillator at the New Inn – the Poor’s Trust asked the council to contact the Broads Authority regarding moving the defibrillator to the moorings site, who advised the council to wait for the lease to be agrees as it is currently being reviewed.
· Update on Wherryman’s Way – Councillor Rogers has contacted Norfolk County Council regarding the footpath on Wherrymans Way and reminder of the dangerous access to FP3 from New Inn Hill.
25.61	Reports from:
25.61.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
None.
25.61.02 District Councillor, Councillor Vic Thomson.
None.
25.61.03 Clerk Report.
· Attending the play area training booked 16th May at Frettenham Village Hall.
· Abandoned vehicle at The Staithe was reported to police, who were unable to take further action as taxed as held valid MOT and is on private land. Similarly, despite the MOT now expired South Norfolk District Council will not act as the tax is paid to December 2025. 
· Bird Hide website page – put on hold until meeting of 9th May.
· Applied and secured VE Day grant funding for the Parish Room event being held on 14th May.
· Preparing for AGAR 24/25, with the Internal Audit booked for 14th May. An External Audit is required as payments and receipts are over the thresholds.
· Thank you letter received from Revd Canon Garrard regarding the community grant for the Warm Room.
· Planning 2022/1773: 72 The Street - No update from enforcement officer regarding issues raised.
· CIL funds totalling £537.44 received from planning application 2021/1600.
· Submitted and passed Module 3 of CiLCA. Module 4 and 5 will be submitted by the end of May. Councillors congratulated the clerk on this achievement.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
25.61.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
None.
25.61.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
The council would like to thank Jayne Biggs for her assistance with faulty defibrillator pads at the New Inn Pub and defibrillator suggestions for possible new location.
Councillors are to send photographs to support the clerk’s continuous efforts to contact City Fibre to raise a complaint regarding the recent disruption and use of Blackhorse Dyke Car Park without permission. 
Councillors will be holding a working party to complete the reinstallation of the fence and weeding at Blackhorse Dyke Pond.
Councillors are to check whether the railings of the pond platform should be painted black.
25.61.05.01 Blackhorse Dyke project update. 
The clerk provided a financial overview of the project spend.
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25.61.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
The clerk will add the data to the website.
25.61.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
The recent 5-mile network meeting was successful. The next meeting is Monday 12th May at 7pm in The Parish Room.
25.61.08 Councillor Rogers – Bird Hide.
Councillor Rogers had a telephone call with RSPB’s interim surveyor ahead of the meeting being held on 9th May.
25.62	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
Steve Gildersleeve requested some bark to be purchased for the play area. The clerk is to liaise with Steve to arrange this.
25.63	To approve Internal Control Check for October-December 2024 – Councillor Harkin to lead.
Item deferred to June’s meeting.
25.64	To consider insurance quotations.
Councillor Francis proposed that the clerk use her discretion to select the most suitable, cost-affective cover for the council, upon receipt of all insurance quotes, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.65	To consider the Public Spaces Protection Order (Dog Fouling & Dog Control) renewal Consultation.
Noted.
25.66	To discuss the potential closure of the NHS walk-in centre in Norwich.
The council recommends individuals to make comments before the deadline of 25th May 2025. To make your comments please visit Walk In Centre Closure.
25.67	Planning:
25.67.01 Applications: 
25.67.01.01 2025/1090 and 2025/1091– The Old Hall - Conversion of outbuilding into annexe linked to main building.
Councillors submitted comments to the clerk via email in line with the council’s planning policy.
25.67.02 Decisions:
25.67.02.01 2025/0605 – 33 The Street - Front porch extension, fenestration changes and conversion of garage to habitable space; SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Noted.
25.68 Policies for review:
25.68.01 Retention.
25.68.02 Planning.
25.68.03 Defibrillator.
25.68.04 Standing Orders.
25.68.05 Risk Assessment and Management.
25.68.06 Lone Home Worker.
The Hearing Manager will be the Chair of Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council and the Appeal Panel will be all councillors. The clerk is to amend the policy reflecting this.
25.68.07 Internal Control Check.
25.68.08 Privacy Notice.
25.68.09 Health and Safety.
25.68.10 FOI and Publication Scheme.
25.68.11 Financial Regulations.
25.68.12 Equality and Diversity.
25.68.13 Data Protection.
25.68.14 Code of Conduct.
Councillor Norris proposed to approve all the policies listed, 25.68.01 – 25.68.14, subject to the clerk’s suggested amendments sent via email being actioned, seconded by Councillor Harkin.
25.69	Correspondence:
25.69.01 Bikes on buses.
The clerk is to liaise with Councillor Harkin to contact the bus company to consider allowing bikes on buses.
25.69.02 Grass area by Hellington crossroads.
Norfolk County Council is responsible for this area, and it is on the schedule to be mowed. The parish council has contacted them previously requesting to increase the frequency however there are no plans for Norfolk County Council to action the request.
25.69.03 Defibrillator.
Please see minute 25.61.05.
25.70	Finance:
25.70.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 7th May 2025.
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Councillor Sayles proposed for the Chair and Responsible Finance Officer to sign the bank reconciliation dated 7th May 2025, seconded by Councillor Francis.


25.70.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
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Councillor Francis proposed to approve May’s payment schedule, seconded by Councillor Wright. The chair clarified that the CIL money awarded to Hellington is ringfenced in the Bird Hide account pending suggestions of how the funds could be spent.
25.71	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
None.
25.72	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 4th June 2025 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:45pm.
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Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council  

Bank Reconciliation  

 

Balance per bank statements as at   07/05/2025    

    

Barclays Current Account     £            8,983.75    

Reserves     £            8,467.35    

Bird Hide     £            3,491.16    

       £   20,942.26   

Less: Unpresented       

Payments   £0.00   

       £                   -      

    

Net balances at   07/05/2025     £   20,942.26   

Cashbook     

Opening balance at 1 April 2025  -   General Account      £     1,322.06   

Opening balance at 1 April 2025  -   Reserves      £     7,645.29   

Opening balance at 1 April 2025  -   Bird Hide      £     3,491.16   

BALANCE TOTAL      £   12,458.51   

Add:  Receipts      £      10,238.63    

Less :   Payments      £         1,754.88    

Closing Balance  07/05/2025     £   20,942.26   

    

    

     £                   -      
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DATE EXPENDITURE PAYMENT 

METHOD

TOTAL VAT P/R NO

Mr S Gildersleeve 07.05.25 April Invoice BACS £402.50 £0.00

07.05.25 May expenses BACS £3.96 £0.00

28.05.25 May studying hours BACS £77.90 £0.00

Poors Trust 01.05.25 Oct 24 - Sep 25 Staithe LeaseBACS £1,100.00 £0.00

Paul Francis 08.05.25 BHD expenses BACS £82.99 £0.00

DHS Landscaping 07.05.25 Safety barrier  BACS £654.00 £109.00

NI up to 5th May £17.49 £0.00

PAYE up to 5th May £12.80 £0.00

Mrs C Rust 28.05.25 May Salary and WFH BACS £462.24 £0.00

11.04.25 VE Day BACS £300.00 £0.00R2

17.04.25 CIL (Hellington) BACS £537.44 £0.00R3

25.04.25 April Precept BACS £8,550.00 £0.00R4

Salvation Army 06.05.25 March 455kgs BACS £8.53 £0.00R6

Clerk 28.05.25 PAYE up to 5th May BACS £12.80 £0.00

From reserves 07.05.25 Safety rail payment TRANSFER £545.00 £0.00

To Bird hide 07.05.25 CiL money  TRANSFER £537.44 £0.00

FOR APPROVAL

RESERVES/TRANSFERS

Clerk

TO NOTE INCOME

SNDC

TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

HMRC 07.05.25 BACS
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Supplier Description Receipts Payments

Gross VAT Net

Norse Silt Test 79.80 13.30 £66.50

C B Arnold Digger Hire 1,119.60 186.60 £933.00

John Service Dredging 695.00 0.00 £695.00

TJHS Commercial Willow felling and debris removal £1,920.00 320.00 £1,600.00

Smarts Load and Go Waste disposl from pond £400.00 £0.00 £400.00

Yare Valley Tree Surgeon £800.00 £0.00 £800.00

Regency Hampers Hamper James Andrews £53.60 £6.69 £46.91

DHS Landscaping Pond Platform £4,194.00 £699.00 £3,495.00

SNDC PiP Grant £5,083.04

DHS Landscaping Safety Barrier £654.00 £109.00 £545.00

Grass seed £52.99 £0.00 £52.99

Wood for steps £30.00 £0.00 £30.00

£5,083.04 £9,998.99 £1,334.59 £8,664.40

VAT Claim 2024/25 £1,225.59

VAT to claim 25/26 £109.00

Mr Paul Francis

Cost to the Council

£3,581.36


