


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5th March 2025 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Anthony Wright, Jayme Forbes, John Sayles, Paul Francis, Juliette Harkin	
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 19:57pm
Members of the public (MOP)	Two plus Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker 

25.27	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:34pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
25.28	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
None.
25.29	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
25.30	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 5th February 2025.
Councillor Norris proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Harkin.
25.31	Matters arising from February’s meeting:
· Substation Lease, Green Lane – waiting on inspection and measuring of the site.
· Meeting with Ben Goldsborough – Meeting to be arranged at a convenient time.
· Defibrillator at the pub – complaint raised to Star Pubs who has advised the Regional Property Team is looking into this. Councillor Norris will raise the possibility of moving the defibrillator along the mooring site at the Poor Trust’s next meeting.
25.32	Reports from:
25.32.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
25.32.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report, a full version will be made available on the website once the clerk has received it.
25.32.03 Clerk Report.
· Surlingham and Claxton confirmed interest in clerk attending the CAN play area training. No further updates at present.
· Safeguarding policy is now available on the website.
· Bird Hide website page is to be updated with suggestions from Councillor Forbes and then ‘launched’ on Facebook.
· The clerk provided a copy of the feedback she has received so far from her assessor of her CiLCA modules. Councillors congratulated her on her achievements to date and the assessor’s remarks regarding the high standard of the work she had submitted.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
25.32.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths.
Councillor Norris advised she requested an update on Wherryman’s Way. No update received but was advised to report any issues via Highways portal and there is a new point of contact.
25.32.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
Under the Council’s duty of care as lease holder, the clerk is to report the vehicle left at Staithe Car Park for over two weeks to the police. The council politely reminds parishioners there is no overnight parking at Staithe Car Park.
Councillor Sayles has reported the loose kerb stone near Blackhorse Dyke Car Park to Highways.
25.32.05.01 Blackhorse Dyke project update.
The council will repurpose the existing fence to create a lower fence along the edge of the car park and will look to replace this when funds have been earmarked. Councillors’ Francis, Sayles and Wright will arrange a convenient time to action the fence.
Councillor Francis will measure the area for grass seed.
25.32.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
The clerk has updated the website with the latest data. 
25.32.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
Coat of Hopes – pilgrims visit to Rockland St Mary with focus on climate emergency; walking to Lowestoft.  Revd. Garrard will host the pilgrims for dinner at the Barn on Saturday night.  Will depart from St Mary’s Church in Rockland St Mary on Sunday 23rd March after the church service. Contact Councillor Harkin if you want to meet the pilgrims, see the coat or wear it.  More info about the pilgrimage on the website: https://www.coatofhopes.uk/
The 5 Mile Network is a friendly group of local residents who meet on the first Monday of each month in the growing season to share seeds, seedlings, plants, resources for growing, ideas and enthusiasm.  We have our first meeting of 2025 at the Parish Room on Monday 3rd March from 7pm to 9pm.  Everyone is warmly welcome to come at the start or drop in when they can.  We just ask for a small cash donation to cover the hire of the room (£10). Contact Councillor Harkin for more details or email fivemilenetwork@gmail.com. We encourage planting for biodiversity and using our seeds that have been successfully grown and collected by locals. The timetable so far this year is:
0. Monday 7 April, 5 Mile seed swap, Parish Room, The Street, Rockland St Mary – 7-9pm 
0. Monday 12 May, 5 Mile seed swap, Parish Room, The Street, Rockland St Mary – 7-9pm
0. June 2025 – a solstice gathering to be confirmed, likely to be a weekend meeting
0. July 2025  – a Network Social, possibly in Resident garden, to be confirmed, likely to be a weekend meeting
0. August 2025 – share your harvest and any gluts! Venue to be confirmed, likely on a weekend.
The Rockland St Mary Community Orchard – had its first birthday in February! Our volunteer on Green Lane reports that the trees have survived winter. In January Revd. Nick Garrard led a Wassail with much merriment, toasting and singing.  We have over 35 people attend on a very chilly winter’s day!  They have been helped along with a few working groups (with picnics of course) in summer for formative pruning, mulching and checking tree guards.  It has been reported that the biodegradable tree guards will likely need to be replaced to ensure they are not completed destroyed by the rabbits and deer.  Did you plant one of the trees last year? Do go visit and see how it is doing and admire our beautifully hand carved orchard sign as you enter the playing field, on the right-hand fence!  We will look at funding this year for more tree supports, woodchip. If you want to come along to picnics, working group sessions, etc, then contact Councillor Harkin.
Parish councillors from Rockland St Mary, Claxton, Surlingham and other villages have been meeting to brainstorm for ideas for nature and biodiversity friendly ideas, events, meetings and so on. We are due to meet with South Yare Wildlife Group to coordinate and see how we can work together to maximise limited resources (peoples’ time). Contact Councillor Harkin with any ideas or if you want to know how you can help out!
25.32.08 Councillor Rogers – Bird Hide.
The clerk will contact the new warden at the RSPB with the updated website page for his feedback.
25.32.09 Councillor Rogers – Rockland Broad Management Committee.
Councillors’ Rogers and Norris have composed a consultation questionnaire for all the committee members to complete to gain a better understanding on how the committee should progress. The clerk will submit this once she has received it.
25.33	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
None.
25.34	To consider Strumpshaw Neighbourhood Plan.
The council has no comments to submit.
25.35	To consider The Big South Norfolk Litter Pick 2025.
The council will not participate in The Big South Norfolk Litter Pick 2025. This is due to the regular litter pick provided by Steve Gildersleeve and councillors whilst walking their pets.
25.36	To consider the VE Day Community Grant.
Councillor Harkin proposed the clerk apply on behalf of the Parish Room events planned on 14th May, seconded by Councillor Sayles.
25.37	To consider a community transport scheme.
Councillor Sayles proposed not to proceed with a council community transport scheme, seconded by Councillor Wright.
25.38	To consider CPRE’s request to oppose the Proposal of a New Town in South Norfolk.
The clerk is to respond explaining the council is waiting for more information on the proposed location before deciding.
25.39	To approve Internal Control Check for October-December 2024 – Councillor Harkin to lead.
This item is deferred until May’s meeting.
25.40	Planning:
25.40.01 Applications: None at time of publication.
Noted.
25.40.02 Decisions:
25.40.02.01 2025/0244 – Land South of Loddon Road – New grain store and open fronted straw shed: SOUTH NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL PROP APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED.
Noted.
25.41	Correspondence:
25.41.01 Planning application 2022/1773 – 72 The Street.
The clerk is to request an update from the Enforcement Officer on the concerns raised by a parishioner.
25.42	Finance:
25.42.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 5th March 2025.
Bank Account - £2,184.78
Bird Hide - £3,478.85
Reserves - £7,618.09
Councillor Sayles proposed for the clerk to sweep the remaining bank balance on 31st March 2025 leaving a balance of £500 to the reserves account seconded by Councillor Francis.
25.42.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Mr S Gildersleeve
	06.03.25
	February Invoice
	BACS
	£276.00
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	06.03.25
	March expenses
	BACS
	£3.96
	£0.00
	 

	
	28.03.25
	March studying hours
	BACS
	£77.90
	£0.00
	 

	Roydons Trust
	06.03.25
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£50.00
	£0.00
	 

	HMRC
	05.03.25
	PAYE up to 5th Mar
	BACS
	£20.40
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Mrs C Rust
	28.03.25
	Mar Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	South Norfolk Council
	21.02.25
	PiP Grant
	BACS
	£5,083.04
	£0.00
	R34

	Salvation Army
	03.03.25
	 
	BACS
	£8.97
	£0.00
	R37

	HMRC
	05.03.25
	VAT claim Jan - Feb
	BACS
	£1,225.59
	£0.00
	R38

	Clerk
	28.03.25
	PAYE up to 5th Mar
	BACS
	£20.40
	£0.00
	 

	RESERVES/TRANSFERS

	To Reserves
	26.02.25
	PiP Grant
	TRANSFER
	£5,083.04
	£0.00
	P89/R35


Councillor Norris proposed to approve March’s payment schedule, seconded by Councillor Harkin.
25.43	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Bus service
NHS walk-in centre
25.44	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 2nd April 2025 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary which will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish. 
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:12pm.
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