


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5h February 2025 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Anthony Wright, Jayme Forbes
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 19:50pm
Members of the public (MOP)	One plus Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker 

25.14	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Rogers opened the meeting at 19:37pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
25.15	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillors’ Francis, Harkin and Sayles gave their apologies.
25.16	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
25.17	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 8th January 2025.
Councillor Norris proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Wright.
25.18	Matters arising from January’s meeting.
Broken post at Staithe Car Park – the Poor’s Trust confirmed the post will be removed and put up a sign in its place.
25.19	Reports from:
25.19.01 County Councillor, Councillor K Mason-Billig.
None.
25.19.02 District Councillor, Councillor V Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report. A full version will be made available on the website once the clerk has received it.
25.19.03 Clerk Report.
The clerk gave an overview of her report:
No further update on the substation lease payment. Councillor Rogers asked the Clerk to lodge a formal complaint with Network UK. The Council began discussions in 2023 regarding the renewal of the lease of land in Green Lane car park. The lease expired on 8 February 2022. Network UK offered a 25-year lease at an annual rent of £350 with a rent review every 5 years. The rent to be back dated from 9 February 2022.  As of 9 February 2025 four years rent totalling £1400 is outstanding. 
· No update regarding the footpath by Green Lane
· Frettenham Parish Council has offered other parish councils a space on the Community Action Norfolk play area inspection training. As a shared clerk, she will contact Claxton Parish Council to see if it would be interested in sharing the cost; with Surlingham Parish Council already confirming its interest. Councillor Forbes proposed that if all three parish councils shared the clerks training costs to proceed, seconded by Councillor Norris.
· City Fibre contacted the clerk to find out who were the landowners of 3 locations within Rockland St Mary where works may need to proceed. The clerk responded asking them to contact the residents of those locations.
· Composed a response to Ben Goldsborough, MP following his meeting with RSPB and to discuss the bird hide.
· The Internal Auditor who completed the council’s internal audit for 23/24 AGAR has quoted £75 for 24/25 AGAR. The council were in full agreement to proceed.
· Submitted and received a VAT claim for July-December 24 of £538.58.
· Has passed unit 2 of her CiLCA qualification. Councillors congratulated the Clerk on her achievement.
· All necessary correspondence forwarded.
25.19.04 Councillor P Francis – Footpaths.
None.
25.19.05 Councillor J Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve (SG), Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
There is still no electricity to the defibrillator at the New Inn Pub. The clerk is to chase.
25.19.05.01 Blackhorse Dyke project update.
Councillors met to consider the next steps which are as: design, and installation of the platform, barriers between the car park, pond and the grass, working parties to clear remaining debris and level the site, sow grass seed, plant aquatic plants and in the Autumn bulbs. It may appear that the project is taking too long, and the site looks messy and unsafe. Please remember the timing of the work is dependent on the wildlife, weather, contractors and the availability of councillors who are all volunteers, and the majority work full time. With regard to safety parishioners have been warned previously to take care when in the area and the deep-water sign is on the fence. The alternative would be to close the car park permanently which would be more disruptive to users of the Parish Room and cause more congestion on The Street especially during school drop off/collection.
The clerk is to contact DHS Landscaping to arrange a convenient time for a site visit to discuss the design of the pond dipping platform.
The clerk is to contact The Parish Room to check on availability to hold a working party to clear and level Blackhorse Dyke Pond site before the installation of the platform commences. Once availability has been confirmed and risk assessed, details will be posted on the council website and Facebook page.
25.19.06 Councillor J Forbes – SAM2.
Councillor Forbes has downloaded the data but labelled it incorrectly. He will send the revised data to the clerk to put on the website.
25.19.07 Councillor J Harkin – Biodiversity.
None.
25.19.08 Councillor J Rogers – Bird Hide.
Councillor Rogers had been notified that Ben Goldsborough MP for South Norfolk had visited the broad. Councillor Rogers contacted him via Facebook and he has offered his support in seeking funding opportunities. Councillors asked the clerk to invite him to meet with the council to discuss the hide.
25.19.08.01 To consider a QR code for Bird Hide fundraising.
Councillor Forbes proposed for the clerk to create a ‘Bird Hide’ page on the website, detailing the progress of the project along with a link for members of the public to donate towards the repair/replacement of the existing bird hide, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.20	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner thanked the council for its grant of £300 towards the Warm Hub held on Mondays at the Barn. There is somewhere in the region of 20 people attending each week.  He is a regular attendee and would also like to thank all the volunteers who help and provide refreshments.
25.21	To consider a community transport scheme.
The clerk confirmed that a taxi subsidy scheme is no longer available from Norfolk County Council. The council could consider implementing a scheme of its own but will defer this until March’s meeting when Councillor Sayles is present.
25.22	Norfolk Association of Local Councils vote request:
25.22.01 To consider that the Norfolk Association of Local Councils converts from a co-operative society to a company limited by guarantee.
All councillors present voted in favour of Norfolk Association of Local Councils converting to a company limited by guaranteed by a show of hands; FOR – 4, AGAINST - 0
25.22.02 To consider that the services of legal expert Roger Taylor will be employed to carry out the conversion, ensuring all assets are transferred to the new company limited by guarantee.
All councillors present voted in favour of the services of legal expert Roger Taylor be employed to carry out the conversion, ensuring all assets are transferred to the new company limited by guarantee by a show of hands; FOR – 4, AGAINST - 0
25.23	Policies:
25.23.01 To approve Safeguarding Policy.
Councillor Norris proposed to approve and implement the Safeguarding policy, seconded by Councillor Wright. The clerk will add this to the website.
25.24	Finance:
25.24.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 5th February 2025.
Bank Account – £7,331.05
Bird Hide – £3,478.85
Reserves – £8,058.05
The clerk is to add the £300 grant to the Warm Hub to the Statement of Account for March.
25.24.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	06.02.25
	January Invoice
	BACS
	£327.75
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	06.02.25
	February expenses
	BACS
	£3.96
	£0.00
	 

	
	28.02.25
	February studying hours
	BACS
	£77.90
	£0.00
	 

	Barnes Wood
	06.02.25
	Orchard sign
	BACS
	£30.00
	£0.00
	 

	C.B. Arnold
	25.01.25
	Digger for BHD
	BACS
	£1,119.60
	£186.60
	 

	John C Service
	02.02.25
	BHD pond works
	BACS
	£695.00
	£0.00
	 

	DHS Landscaping
	31.01.25
	Pond platform
	BACS
	£4,194.00
	£699.00
	 

	SMARTS
	30.01.25
	Scrub removal
	BACS
	£400.00
	£0.00
	 

	HMRC
	09.01.25
	PAYE up to 5th Feb
	BACS
	£20.60
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Clerk
	28.02.25
	Feb Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	HMRC
	22.01.25
	VAT claim Jul - Dec
	BACS
	£538.58
	£0.00
	R30

	Salvation Army
	31.01.25
	December
	BACS
	£6.56
	£0.00
	R32

	Clerk
	28.02.25
	PAYE up to 5th Feb
	BACS
	£20.60
	£0.00
	 


Councillor Wright proposed to approve the payment schedule and transfer £5,523 from reserves to cover the payments for the Blackhorse Dyke project, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
25.25	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Blackhorse Dyke update.
Bird Hide website page.
Update on meeting with Ben Goldsborough.
25.26	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 5th March 2025 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:00pm
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