


Rockland St Mary with Hellington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Chair Janet Rogers, Vice-Chair Joanne Norris, Anthony Wright, Jayme Forbes, John Sayles, Juliette Harkin
County Councillor	None
South Norfolk District Councillor	Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 19:49pm
Members of the public (MOP)	One plus Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk and Steve Gildersleeve, Caretaker 

25.01	Welcome from the Chair.
The Chair opened the meeting at 19:33pm and wished all those in attendance a happy new year.
25.02	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor Francis sent his apologies.
25.03	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
25.04	To approve minutes of Parish meeting of 4th December 2024.
Councillor Harkin proposed for Councillor Rogers to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Forbes.
25.05	Matters arising from December’s meeting.
Broken post at Staithe Car Park – Councillor Norris will be raising this at the Poor’s Trusts next meeting.
25.06	Reports from:
25.06.01 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
None.
25.06.02 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
Councillor Thomson gave an overview of his report, the full version will be added to the website once the clerk receives it:
· County Deal – Norfolk County Council continues to negotiate a deal.
· Fibre broadband – works are continuing, and parishioners will be contacted soon regarding upgrades.
· Road closures – for the most up to date road closures/accidents go to https://one.network/uk
25.06.03 Clerk Report.
The clerk gave an overview of her report:
· Letter sent to resident on Bee Orchid Way regarding parking on the footpath.
· Chased Star Pubs regarding electricity to be restored at the defibrillator at the New Inn Pub.
· 2025/2026 budget is on the council website and the precept was submitted to South Norfolk District Council.
· Submitted Module 2 of her CiLCA qualification.
· All necessary correspondence forward to councillors.
· Councillor Rogers asked the clerk to chase UK networks regarding the Green Lane Substation Lease.
25.06.04 Councillor Francis – Footpaths. See 25.10.01 No update.
25.06.05 Councillor Sayles and Steven Gildersleeve, Caretaker – Blackhorse Dyke and Staithe Car Parks, defibrillators.
No update.
25.06.05.01 Blackhorse Dyke project update.
The council would like to thank James Andrews for his assisting in dealing with the silt following the pond dredging.
The clerk is to arrange a site visit with DHS Landscaping and councillors prior to the pond dipping platform being installed.
25.06.06 Councillor Forbes – SAM2.
No update for this month. Will send figures to the clerk to add to the website.
25.06.07 Councillor Harkin – Biodiversity.
Councillor Harking reminded all that the Orchard Wassail is on Saturday 11th January at 3pm.
A sign for the Community Orchard has been made and will be put up shortly.
Thank you to Dave Gregory for keeping an eye on the orchard.
Councillor Norris mentioned the oak tree needed trimming as its branches is encroaching one of the pear trees.
25.06.08 Councillor Rogers – Bird Hide.
Councillor Rogers mentioned that the project may benefit from having a Project Manager to move it forward. If a parishioner is interested in this role, please contact the clerk. 
25.07	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for). 
A parishioner noted his frustration over the ongoing issue of poor internet connection within the village.
25.08	To consider Community Grant request for Warm Room at The Barn.
Councillor Rogers proposed to approve a grant of £300, £175 from the community grant budget and £125 under Section 137, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.09	Aviva access to nature fund application – Councillor Wright to lead.
Councillor Wright submitted the application on 31st December 2024 requesting funding for 2 picnic tables, 1 wheelchair access picnic table and 2 pond dipping sets. A decision should be made by 10th February 2025.
Councillor Wright mentioned the council does not have a safeguarding policy which may support the application. The clerk is to draft a policy for approval at February’s meeting.
25.10	Correspondence:
25.10.01 Green Lane footpath.
A parishioner contacted the council regarding Norfolk County Council reinstating the footpath by Green Lane leading to Claxton Corner and expressed concerns over the safety of this. The clerk has contacted Norfolk County Council and is waiting for a response.
25.11	Finance:
25.11.01 To receive a Statement of Account as of 8th January 2025.
Bank Account - £3,716.78
Bird Hide - £3,478.85
Reserves - £9,724.55







25.11.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as per the Payment Schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Caretaker
	09.01.25
	December Invoice
	BACS
	£293.25
	£0.00
	 

	Clerk
	09.01.25
	January expenses
	BACS
	£3.96
	£0.00
	 

	
	28.01.25
	January studying hours
	BACS
	£77.90
	£0.00
	 

	TJHS Commercial Ltd
	16.12.24
	Tree felling
	BACS
	£1,920.00
	£320.00
	 

	Norse Eastern Ltd
	20.12.24
	Silt testing
	BACS
	£79.80
	£13.30
	 

	Warm Room
	09.01.25
	Warm Room at The Barn
	BACS
	£300.00
	£0.00
	 

	HMRC
	09.01.25
	PAYE up to 5th Jan
	BACS
	£24.40
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Clerk
	28.01.25
	Jan Salary and WFH
	BACS
	£462.24
	£0.00
	 

	Amazon
	23.12.24
	Printer paper
	DC
	£23.80
	£3.97
	P66

	Cotswold Hampers
	08.01.24
	Hamper
	DC
	£53.60
	£6.69
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	Salvation Army
	23.12.24
	November
	BACS
	£10.09
	£0.00
	R27

	Clerk
	28.01.25
	PAYE up to 5th Jan
	BACS
	£24.40
	£0.00
	 


Councillor Harkin proposed to approve the payment schedule and transfer of £1666.50 from reserves to cover the payments to TJHS Commercial LTD and Norse Eastern Ltd, seconded by Councillor Norris.
25.12	To discuss items to add to the agenda for next Parish Council meeting.
Bird Hide
Community Transport Scheme
25.13	To confirm next meeting on Wednesday 5th February 2025 at 7.30pm at The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:36pm.
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